Dear Sir: 


What happened? You were slowly getting the magazines 
back on schedule. Between December and April you pulled 
them up almost three weeks. Then, swooey, they’re coming to 
us about a month late now. How come? 


—ANXIOUS LEAGUER 


Dear Anxious: 


What happened is easily stated, but has not been easy to 
remedy. 


Luther Life staff consisted of Mary Erickson (who handles all 
subscriptions); Doris Smith (who handled all secretarial work, 
promotion, ads, proof reading, and a LARGE hunk of High 
Ideals); Don Bravin (who worked part-time, got out the news 
section of LUTHER LIFE, and wrote or rewrote about one topic 
an issue); and me (editor). 


On April Ist, Doris Smith resigned to take up editorial work 
with the Board of Parish Education. 


At the end of May, Don Bravin graduated from Mount Airy 
seminary, received a call to a church in Pittsburgh, Penna. 


Around the end of August, Eleanor S. Dively, June gradu- 
ate of Susquehanna University, will join the Literature and 
Publications department of LLA. She will assist in the editorial 
end of the work. 


So, between April and about the time you read this, Mary 
Erickson has been handling the subscriptions—no easy task, 
especially when s/s convention subscription lists come in. And 
yours truly has been trying—vainly—to do Smith’s and Brav- 
in‘s job as well as his own. 


Yours truly, 
—EDITOR 
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YOUTH MAKE NEWS 


Caravanner a hero- 


saves pastor’s son 


Robert Menges 


. . There was a hero in the 
group. Actually! Robert Menges saved 
our little son, 23 months old, George 
C., Jr., from drowning Monday morn- 
ing. George and his sister, Ruth, were 
playing at the very edge of the water, 
but beside a boat. The one watching 
them was called away for just a mo- 
ment, but that was all that was needed. 

“Somehow, when Bob saw George, 
George was in the water over his head 
and hardly visible. He called to me 
and we both went to the rescue. We 
both went in fully clothed, but Robert 
got to him first. 

“Had Robert not seen George right 
when he did and done what he did, 
nothing could have prevented our son 
from drowning. We shall always be 
grateful to one Robert Menges, a Lu- 
ther League Caravanner.” 

—excerpt from a letter to LLA, from 

Pastor George C. Kahl, Atonement 

Lutheran Church, Laurens, S.C. 


e 
For a picture spread and com- 


plete information concerning the 
caravanners, turn to page 50. 


New York-New England s/s Luther League meets in conven- 
tion at Hartwick College, Oneonta, N. Y. Leaguers are holding 
business sessions, studying topics of church interest, and just 
plain having fun all over the USA and Canada this summer. 
It's convention time. 


Rally rocks record 


Largest attendance for a New York 
City District LL gathering filled Epiph- 
any Church, Bronx, for a Mission Rally 
early this year. 

Led by district mission secretary 
John Nicholas, the 165 leaguers took 
part in a thorough mission survey. 

Following a worship service, four 
Wagner College students offered a 
panel presentation of the mission sit- 
uation. 

India-born Beverly Ziegler directed 
the group through an average day in 
the life of an evangelistic missionary 
in India. Beverly’s father is head sur- 
geon and director.of a ULC mission 


hospital in India. 

British Guiana native Compton Mc- 
Kenzie spoke to the group concerning 
the particular problems involved in 
proclaiming the Gospel to his country- 
men—the threatening Berbice River, 
the villages built on sticks, unsched- 
uled services held any time of the day 
or night, depending on when the pas- 
tor can reach a village. 

Third member of the quartet was 
Gilberto Falcon, member of a Puerto 
Rican congregation in the N.Y.C. Dis- 
trict. Speaking about the work - in 
Puerto Rico, Gilberto enlightened 
leaguers who thought of that land as 
a Roman Catholic possession. 


Baptized Roman Catholics are in the 
majority, he admitted. But few of them 
are active in the church. Their con- 
tact with the Roman church, for the 
most part, is little more than baptism, 
confirmation, marriage and burial. Gil- 
berto stressed the need of mission work 
among these people, illustrating pres- 
ent Lutheran efforts by means of color- 
ed slides. 

Home missions were introduced by 
Hyacinth Morday. She spoke of the 
importance of foreign missions, then 
of the building of new congregations 
in the United States. 

Hyacinth cautioned the group 
against letting the idea of missions be- 
come so remote that they might think 
only in terms of financial contributions. 
“We are missionaries and our lives 
should be led as such.” 

Chairman Nicholas led the discus- 
sion period which followed, steering 
questions from the floor to the spe- 
cialists. N.Y. Synod Secretary Paul C. 
White completed the mission survey 
with a showing of colored slides film- 
ed on his visits to the various ULC 
mission areas. 

Dinner, followed by a brief busi- 
mess meeting, ended the day’s activi- 
ties. Big feature of the business ses- 
sion was a report on the district's new 
method of financing. By the recent 
adoption of a new constitution, N.Y.C. 
District is now using a free-will offer- 
ing system for financing its activities. 

Monthly visitation of patients at 
Lutheran Hospital of Manhattan by 
local leagues was considered. If carried 
out, leaguers will conduct Sunday serv- 
ices for the patients. 

An unusual candle-light worship 
service was prepared by the host league 
to conclude the program, It consisted 
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of a survey of the ULC mission fields 
by means of responsive reading. Then 
the particular LLA projects in these 
various fields were surveyed. To com- 
plete the service, the leaguers were 
challenged to conduct an every day 
mission. 


West dorm goes female 


Major step toward its co-educational 
goal was taken by Muhlenberg College 
when ground was broken for a new 
men’s dormitory on April 19. Pushing 
a colorful cardinal and gray shovel 
into the site, Muhlenberg President J. 
Conrad Seegers dedicated this first step 
“to the greater glory of God and the 
growth of this institution.” 

If the new $450,000 building is 
completed by February, students will 
be moved into it from the present 
freshman dormitory so that the pres- 
ent building can be renovated to house 
women students. First co-eds are ex- 
pected in the fall of 1957. 

Delivering the principal address, Dr. 
Charles M. Cooper, president of the 
Lutheran Ministerium of Pennsylvania, 
warned that the arrival of 100 or more 
selected women would make high aca- 
demic attainment more difficult for the 
young men, 


ASHRAM 


Site of 1956 Lutheran Student As- 
sociation of American Ashram will be 
Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, Pa. 

Students will ‘‘seek to discover and 
define the responsibility of a Christian 
towards his social and political orders” 
through Bible study, worship, platform 
addresses and interest groups, an- 
nounced LSAA headquarters. 

Bible study leader for the August 


CHRIST 
THE HOPE 
OF THE 
WORLD 


was the theme 
of Wagner College’s 
‘annual 


Leaders survey theme symbol: Chaplain Paul Kirsch, 
Dr. George Forell, Sister Catherine Stinewalt, 
Pastor Gerhardt Dietrich, Pastor Oswald Elbert. 


FAITH AND LIFE WEEK 


Pastor Elbert, Eastern Regional Direc- 
tor of the NLC’s Division of Student 
Service, counsels with college students. 


earlier 
this year 


Lutheran schools 
usually hold 

such “religious 
emphasis” weeks 
during the 
school year. 


23-31 gathering will be Dr. Warren A. 
Quanbeck, professor of New Testa- 
ment and systematic theology at Luth- 
er Theological Seminary. 

Ashram speakers include Pennsyl- 
vania Governor George M. Leader; 
Luther Theological Seminary President 
Alvin N. Rogness; Dr. G. Elson Ruff, 
editor of The Lutheran; and Dr. Don- 
ald R. Heiges, executive secretary of 
the National Lutheran Council’s Divi- 
sion of College and University Work. 

Sidelight of the Ashram will be a 
focus on creative art. Opportunities to 
participate in musical and dramatic 
productions will be offered along with 
an exhibit of students’ painting, sculp- 
ture and creative writing. 

Cost, including registration, is $37. 
Registration cards can be obtained from 
LSAA Ashram Register, 327 South La- 
Salle St., Chicago 4, Il. 


FMY code 


General Council of Free Methodist 
Youth recently decided that member- 
ship in FMY should be limited to 
those young people who will give per- 
sonal assent to four points: 

1. Be present at the meetings when- 
ever I can. 

2. Take my place in carrying on the 
activities. 

3. Share in the responsibilities. 

4. Endeavor to secure other young 
people as members. 

Honorary members are required to 
consent to: 

1. Pray for the success of the FMY. 

2. Encourage young people in its 
activities. 

3. Give financial support to FMY. 

Also decided upon by the Council 
was a change in the format of FMY 
NEWS, newspaper of the group. New 
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Carol Patzke, of Buffalo, N. Y., wins $150 
scholarship to Wittenberg College. Carol, 17, 
has been active as Corresponding Secretary 
in New York’s Western District Luther League, 
is treasurer of Resurrection Luther League, 
Buffalo, N. Y. Her sport activities: You name 
it; she does it. 


format will be magazine style. Reasons 
given for the change were: to include 
special features which can not be easily 
published in a newspaper and to pro- 
vide a publication which can “be used 
as an evangelistic tool for teaching 
young people outside the denomination 
for Christ.” 


Magazines are loaded 


“You can immediately and inexpen- 
sively do your dynamic bit to counter- 
act communism abroad and build up 
American prestige by sending your 


used magazines to foreign countries,” 
says the Magazines for Friendship 
Plan. 

Started in 1947 by Professor Albert 
Croissant of Occidental College, Los 
Angeles, the Plan was carried on from 
1951-53 by the Pasadena, Calif., Cham- 
ber of Commerce. Since that time va- 
rious groups throughout the nation 
have been promoting the idea. 

According to Professor Croissant, an 
illustrated magazine ‘shows how we 
live and how we think and it depicts 
the freedom and prosperity of democ- 
racy as opposed to the tyranny and 
poverty of communism, 

“For a trifling cost you can send 
magazines anywhere in the world, ex- 
cept behind the Iron or Bamboo Cur- 
tains, but some are sure to trickle 
through those barriers. They will be 
read with avid interest and apprecia- 
tion by every recipient and a wide 
citcle of his friends and neighbors— 
who will doubtless reciprocate by send- 
ing you enlightening letters.” 

Further information can be secured 
from: Magazines for Friendship, Oc- 
cidental College, Los Angeles 41, Cali- 
fornia. 


Mackensen holds hope 


Freedom may not be too distant for 
31-year-old Paul J. Mackensen, Luth- 
eran missionary now imprisoned by 
Chinese Communists. 

According to a letter received by his 
ay the former Baltimore man has 

een transferred to Shanghai. Written 

February 20, the letter stated that he 
was “receiving good treatment,” was 
in ‘‘good health” and was looking for- 
ward to the time “I shall be permitted 
to leave the Chinese mainland.” 

A prisoner for more than four years, 


young Mackensen is the only Lutheran 
missionary still being held by the Chi- 
nese Communists. He is among several 
American missionaries who have not 
been released in spite of State Depart- 
ment negotiations with the Chinese 
Reds at Geneva. 

Shortly after Mackensen began his 
ministry at the ULC mission in Tsing- 
tao in 1949, Communists took over the 
area. He elected to remain at his mis- 
sion post. 

In 1950 he asked permission to 
leave Red China but was denied. On 
the night of March 7, 1952, he was 
arrested, supposedly on trumped up 
charges of espionage. 

Last year his parents received two 
letters from their missionary son, in- 
forming them he was ‘‘well and sound 
of body, mind and spirit.” 


Relief rejoices Rhee 


Republic of Korea President Syng- 
man Rhee expressed his gratitude and 
the thanks of his people for the large 
quantity of relief supplies sent to 
Korea by Lutherans of America, ‘even 
though the Lutheran Church has no 
mission in Korea.” 

Conferring at his home with Luth- 
eran World Relief Executive Secretary 
Bernard A. Confer and the Rev. Wer- 
ner Kuntz, executive director of the 
Board of World Relief of the Luth- 
eran Church—Missouri Synod, the 
Korean president added, “These gifts 
demonstrate genuine Christian love for 
those who have endured suffering.” 

Choosing Korea as their first stop in 
a tour of Lutheran relief programs in 
Asia, the Near East and Europe, the 
visiting churchmen witnessed the great 
physical destruction and human suffer- 
ing resulting from the recent war. They 
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were impressed by the determination of 
the Korean people to improve their 
situation through the numerous self- 
help programs. 

American aid and State Department 
officials impressed upon the visitors the 
necessity for continued. support of re- 
lief activities to Korea and urged that 
supplies be increased. 

Observing distribution of relief 
goods in a refugee village on the edge 
of Seoul, the churchmen saw All Luth- 
eran Food Appeal wheat, surplus but- 
ter oil and dry milk powder being 
given to families who came in a driv- 
ing rain to receive their gifts. 

Needs of rural dwellers were seen 
as the relief leaders made a trip by 
jeep to Inchon and Suwon. 


430 in 16 hrs. 


Lutheran Refugee Service was busier 
than ever during the current U.S. Refu- 
gee Relief program. More than 430 
Lutheran immigrants, nearly one third 
of the total who had arrived during the 
previous 14 weeks of 1956, had to be 
met at New York piers and airports 
during 16 hours of April 5. 

Chartered by the Intergovernmental 
Committee for European Migration, 
the “General Langfitt’’ docked with 
406 Lutheran sponsored newcomers, a 
record high under this program. 

At the same time, an ICEM charter- 
ed plane landed at Idlewild airport 
with 22 more Lutheran sponsored refu- 
gees. Two more Lutheran sponsored 
immigrants under the regular quota 
immigration scheme reached N.Y. on 
the liner “The United States.” 

Between 7:30 a.m. and 11:30 p.m. 
each of the 430 arrivals had to be 
helped through customs and other for- 
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malities, fed, instructed, provided with 
tickets and travel money, brought to 
terminals and put on trains and buses 
toward their new homes, or “‘deliver- 
ed” to sponsors meeting the newcomers 
in N.Y. 

LRS is a joint venture of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council and the Luth- 
eran Church—Missouri Synod. 


Nothing subtle 


Famed Church of St. Ulrich in 
Magdeburg, Germany, has been blown 
up by East Zone Communists despite 
protests from the Evangelical Church 
of Saxony. 

One of Magdeburg’s oldest and 
most prominent structures, the war- 
damaged cathedral was to be restored 
this year. Funds had been raised 
throughout Germany and the Evan- 
gelical Church in Germany had desig- 
nated Magdeburg as the 1956 “City of 
Church Reconstruction.” 

Church authorities had previously 
protested the Communist City Coun- 
cil’s decision to blow up the church. 
Said the churchmen, “Neither city 
planning nor traffic conditions can be 
legitimately. invoked to justify the 
measure. 


GMC sponsors Bible guide 


Wanting informative reading mate- 
rial for its personnel, General Motors 
Corporation recently decided a booklet 
on how to read the Bible would be 
helpful and interesting. Asked to pre- 
pare the guide was Dr. Francis Carr 
Stifler, former American Bible Society 
secretary for public relations. 

More than 300,000 copies were dis- 
tributed in General Motors offices 
throughout the world. 
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by 
Henry E. Horn 


ee A ND they lived happily ever 

after.’ All bedtime stories are 
supposed to end like that,—if they 
don’t they are subject to the censorship 
of the Society for Prevention of Cruel- 
ty to Children. After all, though, what 
else would you expect? A lovely prin- 
cess—a handsome young prince, a 
castle, and just ‘doin’ what comes na- 
turally”! It’s made to order. 

So we think. What matter if prince 
and princess have just met over a 
golden apple, or at the end of a deep 
sleep? The future is assured. The mo- 
ment that heaven itself declared for 
this particular couple has arrived. At 
least one can see more destiny in such 
stories than that which meets us by 
ear and eye in television, theater, and 
radio. In the latter, boy and _ girl 
stumble into each others arms, and the 
stars appear. 

If this isn’t enough to get our blood 
circulating, we can turn on a crooner, 
and to the accompaniment of lyrics 


se gs 


an 


Marriage 


too sultry for visual presentation, we 
can imagine ourselves into the most 
pleasurable reveries. 

Brother Kinsey didn’t investigate 
how many guys and gals are trying 
out the fairy story or the Hollywood 
technique on every chance acquaintance 
of the opposite sex, but if our experi- 
ence is any indication, this seems to 
be normal procedure. With such ex- 
cellent guidance in such matters, one 
would expect an awful lot of people 
to be living ‘happily ever after.” 

Yet the slick magazines that often 
hand out such rosy solutions of the 
sex problems are the very ones that 
reveal the lines in the foreheads of 
those who were tricked. The radio 
crooner encourages the most imagina- 
tive treatment of Jane or Dick, while 
the soap opera makes suds out of the 
tragedies of broken marriages. I sup- 
pose it’s just a matter of who listens 
to what; but sometimes thinking people 
have to put both together. 
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“And from that time on, there was 
a first rate brawl.” Bedtime stories 
would be truer to the fact if they ended 
this way. Perhaps, once upon a time 
all of the questions of life were settled 
when two people found in each other 
the object of their dreams, and settled 
down together. Now, you have per- 
haps a 50-50 chance of spending your 
days in an inescapable brawl. Mar- 
riage can be a little bit of heaven, but 
it can just as well be a little bit of 
hell; and in such intimate personal 
living, there is no place to hide at all! 


This is not meant to frighten the 
timid, but to put the brakes on the 
hasty. Marriage is not the main aim 
of life. It is just not true that the 
single life is either unbearable or lack- 
ing in all of the richness which hu- 
man life should have. Our Lord never 
married, and there have been endless 
examples of Christian men and women 
who have worked out their love for 
their neighbor without the help of an 
intimate physical relationship like mar- 
riage. It would be a big step toward 
sanity if Christian young people real- 
ized that they don’t have to get mar- 
ried to find life’s fullness. 

On the other hand, with the right 
partner who is eager to grow with you, 
marriage can be a kindergarten of 
Christian love. By trying to accept an- 
other as he or she is, without any pre- 
conceived idea of what the other might 
be reformed to be, yet with faith in 


Dr. Henry E. Horn, former pres- 
ident of Marion Junior College, is 


now chaplain of the University Lu- 


theran Association, Cambridge, 


Mass. 
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what both can be together—Christian 
marriage can put depth into that “hap- 
piness ever after.” 

The “happiness ever after’ of the 
prince and princess that I always 
imagined, was that of two people gaz- 
ing into each others eyes for the rest 
of life, while a bunch of flunkies and 
varlets did all of the chores which 
were necessary to give the prince and 
princess enough leisure to gaze. Excit- 
ing? Yes, for a while rapturous; but 
soon, utterly boring. As long as the 
prince can stay away from his busi- 
ness, and the princess can prop up 
her drooping hair-do, it’s all very won- 
derful; but what happens when they 
get tired? Then comes the real test of 
the ability of two people to love one 
another. Will she still love him when 
she knows that the smile was his line; 
and when he finds out that she is held 
together with wires, and delicately 
balanced straps—in each case, evi- 
dences of the absence of any com- 
mon interests, contrasting hobbies or 
purposes for family living. 

All of this underlines a terribly nec- 
essary requirement for a happy mar- 
tiage, You've just got to know the per- 
son you're marrying, and be able to 
grow up together toward some high 
goal. Looking into one another’s eyes 
wears out quickly if these eyes have 
not caught sight of something higher 
than each other to which both will 
look. 

You may answer that all of this is 
so true, but where do you find a guy 
or doll that’s just the right one with 
these qualities built in? The answer is 
that you don’t! The stories and movies 
are crazy if they expect to dramatize 
how it all happens in life. First of all, 
qualities aren’t built in a person, They 


common 
interests 


help make 
a lasting 
romance. 


oe 
es 


develop in his relation with other hu- 
man beings, and if you want er—you 
two will have to try growing up to- 
gether first, before you are sure that 
you want this thing for all of life. 

This period of growing up together 
is called courtship, and in many ways, 
it is a rugged one (with apologies to 
princes and movie actors). First, it’s 
tugged because the person you have 
to do it with is not someone who has 
dropped in from heaven for the special 
purpose, but the pimply boy in the 
back row, or the giggly gal with the 
crazy hat. 


A college teacher in Marriage used 
to start her courses by asking her girls 
to list the qualities they desired in an 
ideal date; later in the term she asked 
for the qualities in an ideal husband; 
finally she asked for the qualities in 
an ideal father. Then she used to con- 
front the girls wtih the fact that three 
separate and distinct men were de- 
scribed ; yet there is, alas, a connection 
between dates and husbands, and be- 
tween husbands and fathers. Most of 
us hope that they will be connected in 
the same man; at least it happens that 
way often. 


is 


Once we see this, we may think that 
there’s an awful lot of work to be done 
on that date to make him what we 
think he ought to be—and it could 
be that he might think the same thing. 
But courtship won't last long if we go 
to work on each other with a chisel 
like a sculptor on a block of marble. 
Someone {fs going to get hurt! And the 
truth is that we don’t marry people to 
reform them. That takes an awful lot 
of self righteousness to set oneself up 
as reformer—enough to make yourself 
a pretty poor risk as a life-mate. No 
wonder the other is driven to drink. 

No, we seek to know each other as 
we really are. Even this is an exciting 
business, because as another opens up 
her heart and mind to us, it some- 
how teaches us what we are, and we 
begin to find depths of our own lives 
responding in a way that almost (and 
it should) frightens us. The danger is 
always that .the strange excitement 
comes first, and is usually stimulated 
by a real sexual attraction—and the 
really deep understandings come later 
when we have revealed ourselves at 
our worst. 

We must somehow reverse this. The 
most obvious attractions, those which 
jump at us in vivid magazines, posters, 
and advertisements must create a-real 
discipline of life—or we will never 
get any farther. The boy or girl who 
becomes accustomed to all sorts of 
physical stimulations on a date is cheat- 
ing himself (herself) of the chance 
to grow together during the courtship 
period. 


True romance involves much 
more than hearts and flowers. 


14 


In growing up together, certain real 
concerns should be explored. First, boy 
and girl should share their ideas and 
aims on each other's real reason for 
life—vocation, plans for the future. In 
this discussion they should find out 
those interests which are very much 
alike. A certain number of these are 
necessary if two people are not to 
grow apart. At the same time, they 
must explore where their interests dif- 
fer, for a certain number of these are 
necessary if two people are to stay to- 
gether. Two persons need places where 
they can withdraw to themselves, even 
within marriage. 

Naturally, the subject of the family, 
how many children, and what place 
this shall have in the vocation of the 
girl must be discussed. In the life of 
the family, husband and wife just have 
to do certain things together if the 
children are to be moulded by family 
life: leading in family devotions, go- 
ing to church together, celebrating 
family and church holidays together, 
common aims for vacation periods, 


4 


similar ideas of family recreation. 

As the process of getting to know 
one another progresses, there will be 
times when the face that each has put 
on for the other may suddenly slip— 
and in a sudden outburst one may re- 
veal what he does when he is tired. 
This sudden revelation of how he 
really is might be painful, but it is 
also material for judging whether you 
can cope with him as he is. Married 
life is largely concerned with just this. 
It’s no wonder people talk of married 
people as ‘‘settling down.” 

Though we must get to know each 
_ other well, we must very carefully keep 
ourselves from prying too deeply into 
the secret natures of our beloved. A 
Christian believes that there is a secret 
place in each person, walled-in, his 
‘closet’ which he may reveal only to 
God, but within which there arises 
the power of a renewal of life. We 
should treat every person with this 
sense of mystery, as though we always 
were learning, and fine things might be 
revealed in our beloved at any moment. 
To treat someone as though you knew 
everything there is to know about him 
is to treat him as a thing, not as a 
person. 

But really this mystery of the other 
person lies at the very heart of all 
happy marriages—at the other end of 
your endeavors. Right now you have to 
get to know one another, what you be- 
lieve in and how each considers his 
life under God. This means conversa- 
tions on those dates, quarrels as well 
as agreements. 

These quarrels and disagreements 
are the easiest things for “lovers” to 
avoid. It’s always easy to be moody and 
to say, “Darling, let all that stuff go! 
Just come a little closer!’’ And soon 


all of these bothersome affairs—tlike 
differences of hopes and of meaning 
in life—melt in the heat of an embrace. 
“We love each other and that’s all 
that counts,’ usually means we are 
physically attracted to this particular 
female, and this is enough for the 
whole of life. It might be a good 
formula if men and women were only 
a step from the animal world. 

Yet as Christians, we believe that 
God has called us to the highest life 
of devotion to each other, and to the 
generation which is to follow. He has 
called us to be fellow creators in the 
object of his creation—the Kingdom 
of God. And of all places in life, mar- 
riage and the family is where our part 
in this creation is our individual priv- 
ilege and our common responsibility. 

I’m not sure how a girl would treat | 
a young Christian fellow who evi- 
dently carries the weight of this re- 
sponsibility into every date. It would 
be such a novel experience that she 
would probably recommend that he 
see a psychiatrist. Sometimes a martyr 
can be so busy carrying his cross that 
he doesn’t bother about the neighbor 
for whom the cross is borne. Ob- 
viously, we don’t mean that! 

There is a deep love and affection 
for the other person which makes one 
yearn for the very best development of 
her Christian responsibility too. Where 
this is truly present, boy and girl 
really have something to talk about. 

In all we have had to say, we have 
postponed the part of dating which 
is usually thought of first—the gradual 
attempts to know the other sex, and 
ourselves, by trial and error. This post- 
ponement was not due to any belief 
that the physical side of sex is evil. 
The truest strain of our Christian tra- 
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dition emphasizes that sex was created 
by God, and it is good. The relation- 
ship of man and woman in marriage 
is the most wonderful relationship be- 
tween persons in God's creation. 

But like all of the highest experi- 
ences of man, a perversion of this ex- 
perience can throw one to the depths. 
It is no accident that in Pilgrim's Prog- 
ress, when the traveller reaches the 
gate of heaven, he just misses stepping 
into a trap-door that would have cata- 
pulted him directly to hell. The author 
is pointing out the dangers of the best. 

With all of your newly found phys- 
ical feelings pulling you two together, 
yet with the knowledge that sexual 
relationships outside of marriage are 
impossible of deep fulfillment, you are 
really in a situation which tries the 
depths of your Christian love, faith 
and hope. And each date is really a 
test. The uncertainties of education, 
military service, and getting started on 
a vocation further complicate the situa- 
tion, and remove any clear-cut purpose 
which could steady the ship. In the 
midst of these currents, you won't find 
many young people who can stand it. 
The conversation of your friends may 
be full of suggestive gossip about 
those who are having their free-for-all. 
In five years time, the stamp of regret 
will be marked on their foreheads. 

In the midst of this, a certain Spar- 
tan discipline is demanded in favor of 
higher aims for a happy married life. 
One no longer needs to “experiment’’ 
in order to find out the ‘‘facts of life.” 
There are plenty of good books which 
will tell you all about the physical re- 
lationship of man and woman. 

But you do need to “experiment” in 
the deeper part of courtship—in dig- 
ging into each other's reason for life 
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and purpose under God. No books can 
do this for you. In many ways you 
can’t even do it for yourself. That other 
person is the one who will test your 
faith, and hope and love, and out of 
the common faith, hope and love of 
both together will come something 
much better, for you, the world, and 
the world to come. 

It is understandable that youth 
should look at boy-girl relations as 
immediate problems without thought 
of the consequences of action. The 
article attempts to raise our sights, and 
set these relations within a framework 
of the whole of life. It is hoped that 
every Luther Leaguer will prepare him- 
self by reading the article. 

The article might be summarized by 
these statements: 


1. Marriage can be either heaven 
or hell on earth. 

2. Marriage is not necessary for 
deep happiness. 

3. A happy marriage is a process 
of developing human personalities. 

4, This mutual development must 
start during courtship if it is to hap- 
pen in marriage. 

5. The physical ‘‘mechanics” of the 
relationship, new and over-powering to 
youth, are easily mastered by partners 
who enter this deeper development to- 
gether. Therefore preoccupation with 
this part of the relationship before 
marriage, is both foolish and damag- 
ing to deeper understandings. 

6. The courtship period provides 
the one bs nerd of getting started 
in mutual development. 

Any of these points may be dis- 
cussed. However, the following sug- 
gestions are made for possible use: 

a. Assign to three leaguers the duty 
of coming to the meeting with an out- 


line of three “‘love stories’ in current 
magazines, or movies. Discuss them 
against the background of the article. 

b. Assign to three other leaguers 
the duty of interviewing three couples 
in the congregation (or families) 
whose marriages appear to be ideal. 
Ask them for advice in finding a life- 
mate. Discuss. 

c. Discuss the “‘embarrassments in 
dating,” allowing free rein to leaguers 
expression. 

4. Discuss the changes that seem 
to affect young people today in early 
marriages. What would youth tell their 
parents? Keep notes and actually ask 
for a report to a parents class. Prepare 
for a report from the parents class to 
a later meeting of the league. 

5. What are the different tasks of 
the man and woman in family life? 


What training would you consider nec- 
essary for both before marriage? 


Suggestions for Worship 


The following hymns are suggested as 
excellent choices for actual use in a mar- 
riage service: 

CSB—505—Our God, Our Help in 
Ages Past 

CSB—283—Now Thank We All Our 
God 

CSB—345—The King of Love My 
Shepherd Is 

CSB—382—Take My Life 

CSB—276—Love Divine, All 

Excelling 

Psalms 67 and 128 are proper for a wed- 
ding. Why? 

Use for scripture reading the three pas- 
sages in the Order for Marriage (p. 265 
CSB, starting—“The Lord God said . . .’”’) 

Use for prayer the Collect for the Fifth 
Sunday after Trinity, CSB p. 95. Why? 


Love 
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does your 
league’s 


Sprruice 
of 
Warship 


do what it 
ought to? 


thoughts 
on 
league 


devotions 


by 


Edgar S. Brown 


How often those words have echoed 
through a meeting of the Luther 
League. There is the usual business of 
getting quiet, the scraping of chairs, 
the hurried distribution of hymnbooks, 
a giggle here, and a word of admo- 
nition there, then someone begins, 
“For our devotions... .” 


Let’s stop there. Perhaps your league 
is different. If it isn’t you know just 
what will happen next, a hymn, a 
psalm and a lesson, then someone tries 
to present something called the topic, 
another hymn, a few prayers and then 
a final hymn. Thus the members of the 
Luther League have conducted their 
devotions and so can go to what I 
once heard called, ‘the more important 
things.”” We've disposed of the pre- 
liminaries, now let’s get down to busi- 
ness. 

If you stop and think about this for 
a moment, you'll soon realize how 
ridiculous such a statement is. There 
is nothing more important a Christian 
can do than to worship God. For this 
he was created, and to this end his 


life ought to. be dedicated. The wor- 
ship of Almighty God is our only rea- 
son for existence. As my old philos- 
ophy professor used to say, “Kick that 
one around for a while.” 


There are, to be sure, many ways 
we have of worshipping God. When 
we show our love, our tender concern, 
for others we are worshipping Him. 
But in these pages we want to talk 
about the worship that is a part of 
our church life and particularly the 
worship that goes with our Luther 
League program. 

If this thing we call worship is so 
very important, it follows that we 
ought to prepare carefully for it. Cer- 
tainly the pastor of a church and the 
members of the choir will not enter 
a service of worship without prepara- 
tion. What a league does at its devo- - 
tions is just as important and requires 
just as much preparation. And this 
means more than running around a 
few moments before devotions and ask- 
ing Jimmy to read the scriptures and 
Jane to lead the prayers. Preparation 
means just that, and well in advance. 


Let’s think of a typical league. First, 
the planning and preparation of the 
devotions ought to be assigned to a 
committee (not more than three mem- 
bers) for a definite period of time, 
a year preferably. Thus there is a long 
range scheme and the devotions over 
a year’s time can follow a definite 
pattern. For example, a particular part 
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of the Holy Scriptures can be read 
throughout the year. 

Once the committee has been se- 
lected, its first duty would be to en- 
list the assistance of the pastor. Now 
because I don’t want to have every 
other pastor of the ULCA writing me 
nasty letters, remember he is a busy 
man. Fit. your program into his sched- 
ule, and you'll find him a most co- 
operative fellow. Remember too he is 
your spiritual advisor, your ‘father 
confessor’. He is your shepherd and 
you don’t discount his advice lightly. 
Even though some of the league may 
want to sing some of the more 
“bouncy” Gospel songs, if the pastor 
says NO, follow his advice. 

One of the first things to think 
about is: where shall the devotions 
be held? Most leagues I suppose gather 
in the parish building or the basement 
of the church. Devotions, with only 
a slight change in attitudes of the par- 
ticipants, take place in the same room 
where business meetings, discussion 
groups and refreshments periods are 
held. So let’s be different. If the church 
is available (and it ought to be to all 
people at a// times), use it. After all 
it is that section of the congregation’s 
property which is set apart for the wor- 
ship of Almighty God. What is more 
proper for a service of worship? Or, 
perhaps there is a small chapel which 
is more convenient. In any event, a 
proper setting is conducive to fruitful 
devotions. 

This is not an excuse for all of the 
choir members to put their robes on. 
I know a parish where the leaguers 
arrive at the church at the appointed 
time for their regular meeting. They 
go to the parish building, hang up 
their wraps, and generally dispose 
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themselves to the proper frame of 
mind. When all are ready, they go 
in a group to the church and occupy 
the front pews of the nave. At the 
same time one of their members rever- 
ently lights the altar candles and the 
leader takes his place at the lectern. 

Experience in this case, at least, has 
shown that one person conducts the 
entire devotion, and every leaguer takes 
his turn at the task. The devotions are 
conducted with simplicity and dignity. 
In this case the hymns are without 
accompaniment (and surprisingly bet- 
ter than with a piano in the down- 
stairs Sunday School room), and the 
whole is an expression on the part of 
the leaguers of their devotion to the 
place of worship in their lives. 

When all is ended, they remain 
kneeling in the softly lighted church 
for a few brief moments of inner 
prayer, and the candles are extin- 
guished. Then all go on to their meet- 
ing in another room. These young 
people assure me by their words and 
by their actions that they have had a 
much more enriching experience than 
had they gathered in a circle of chairs 
in the basement below. 

But whether the league meets in the 
church or not, setting is important, and 
the committee should make sure that 
the place where the leaguers will pray 
is an outward expression of their de- 
sire to worship. 

The next consideration, and of even 
greater importance than the setting, is 
the form which the devotion will take. 
Here the devotional series prepared for 
LUTHER LIFE should be of great 
help to those who plan the devotions. 
Leaguers ought not to feel bound by 
this schedule, but it is a good guide, 
and once they realize that they are 


sharing these devotions with Lutheran 
young people of Europe, their devo- 
tions ought to have even greater sig- 
nificance for them. 

Specifically any devotion ought to 
contain certain parts. First there 
should be a reading from the Holy 
Scriptures, secondly there should be 
expressions of praise (and this would 
include psalms and hymns) and finally 
there should come prayer. 

I have said earlier that the devotions 
over a period of time ought to have 
some degree of continuity. This can 
be achieved by following a regular 
plan of Bible readings. The series pro- 
vided in LUTHER LIFE affords a 
close connection with the church year, 
and thus the devotions of the league 
are geared to the traditional pattern of 
the Church’s worship life. 

The selection of the hymns and the 
psalms can also be fitted into this 
devotional cycle. The table of psalms 
on page 305 of the Common Service 
Book (Music edition) provides a selec- 
tion of psalms which fit into the 
various divisions of the church year. 
Likewise the indexes on page 626 and 
on page 630 of the Common Service 
Book afford the same help in the selec- 
tion of hymns. 

The same volume affords a variety 
of prayers and collects, and of course 
the minor offices of The Evening Suf- 
frages or The Litany can always be 
used by the league that has learned to 
use the Common Service Book prop- 
erly. I have watched leagues use both 
these offices, said quietly in the church, 
and the effect is a most happy one. 

A few words of advice may be of 
help to those planning such devotions. 
Remember the Psalms are Jewish 
hymns and are only baptized or Chris- 


tized by the addition of the Gloria 
Patri. This does not mean the Gloria 
must be sung. Whether a psalm is said 
or sung, the Gloria Patri should be 
attached to it, said or sung. Then too, 
we in the Lutheran Church have al- 
ways observed the tradition that the 
benediction is a part of the pastoral 
office and is properly said only by the 
pastor. When he is present, the 
leaguers should ask him to bless them 
with the benediction. When he is not, 
the words should be changed to make 
it a prayer. Thus it would conclude, 
. be with us all.” Finally, remem- 
ber that our worship is corporate, 
which means all are to take part. 
Remember above all else when plan- 
ning these services, they are designed 
to help you and your fellows turn your 
hearts and minds to God. Anything 
that diverts that attention is out of 
place. Worship is that path that leads 
us to the Lord. 
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what to do 
when you 
get into it 


by Ralph Barber 


“Oh-oh,’”” someone whispers, “here 
comes trouble.” In walks Joe Bumpus. 
Laughter stops suddenly, as if it had 
been seized and stepped on. The air 
is charged with expectancy and sus- 
picious eyes follow Joe’s movements 
as he saunters carelessly toward the 
group. 

A slender chair leg precariously 
balancing Joanne in a typical teen-age 
lean attracts Joe’s plodding foot like 
a magnet attracts a steel pin. One 
scream and a dull thud later finds 
Joanne sitting on the floor, dazed and 
shaken. “Gosh Joanne, I’m awful 
sorry.” ““You always are,” she an- 
swers sourly, “but one thing I can 
say in your favor, Joe Bumpus, you're 
always consistent!” 

Poor Joe! Child of scorn and de- 
rision, he consistently does the wrong 
thing. He’s the fellow who spills Coke 
on your new rug. Airplane models 
crumble mysteriously when he touches 
them. He offers to take a girl home, 
but forgets that he has no bus fare. 

On the dance floor Joe’s ineptness 
becomes inspired and a thing of won- 
der. How is it, you ask yourself, that 
his elbow always finds the solarplexus 
or ribs? Why does his booted foot 
never miss delicate bones and sensi- 
tive flesh? And finally, you ponder 


in awe, does every dance that Joe 
attends have to look like Saturday 
Night Wrestling ? 

Perhaps you don’t like to admit that 
a Joe Bumpus really exists. However, 
truth should compel you to agree that 
he certainly does exist in all of us 
at one time or another. We play the 
role of »Bumpus everytime we are 
thoughtless, selfish, or careless. Every- 
time we think we are more important 
than a civic law or a rule of conduct 
we become a Bumpus, a Dummkopf, a 
Schlamiel, or as the new Webster 
Dictionary sums it up, a Jerk. 

Unfortunately, some of our mistakes 
are more serious than others, and the 
troubles that result present problems 
that are not solved by a simple, ‘‘Gosh, 
I’m awful sorry.” Let’s look at some 
trouble (we won't have to go very far 
to find it), and decide what we would 
have done had it been ours. 

Chuck felt wonderful! He had 
scored 18 points that afternoon in 
the basketball game and had _ held 
Sally’s hand all the way home from 
the Scout dance. It was midnight as 
he turned onto his street. An April 
moon spread a carpet of silver on 
lawn and pavement while from a 
majestic elm the plaintive notes of 
a mourning dove haunted the warm 
night. Chuck stopped, looked at the 
broad face of the moon and a galaxy 
of light, and thought, what a day— 
what a night—what a girl! Impul- 
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sively he jogged toward his house 
bursting finally into a sprint that 
took him easily over Mr. Wilson’s 
champion rose bush and _ smoothly 
onto his own lawn. 


Midland High’s star player smiled 
as one does who is quite pleased with 
himself, and rather than waste such a 
happy mood, he decided to sit on 
the porch steps for a few minutes and 
dwell on his success. The family 
sedan in the driveway caught his eye. 
Next week at this time I'll be able 
to drive at night, he remembered. Sally 
and I will roll in style—boy, wait till 
the gang sees us, they'll really flip 
their wigs. 

He got up and strolled over to the 
gleaming car. Hey, dad left the keys 
in the ignition, Chuck swung grace- 
fully behind the wheel to extract them 
and then paused, Looking quickly up 
and down the quiet street he thought, 
why not? A little spin to celebrate— 
just a few times around the neighbor- 
hood. Cautiously he set his back 
against the door frame and pushed 
with his foot. The car rolled slowly 
down the inclined driveway and into 
the street. Now, just a biddy shove 
forward—a little more—ah, that’s got 
it—we're off. 

The car inched forward, picked up 
speed, and rolled faster and faster as 
the hill became steeper. Chuck pushed 
the gearshift lever into second and 
gently let up on the clutch. The en- 
gine came to life quietly and answered 
the shift into high gear with a subdued 
growl. Headlights were flashed on at 
the first intersection as he paused to 
survey the empty boulevard. Dynamic 
pulsations of power beneath his feet 
challenged his skill; they sounded a 


call to adventure and risk. 


This was another pinnacle of excite- 
ment, one last choice morsel in a day- 
long feast of thrills. With a tremen- 
dous burst of speed the car rocketed 
onto the smooth, wide highway, whin- 
ing and screeching. In less time than 
it takes to say anti-disestablishmentar- 
ianism, the speedometer read 60. Min- 
utes later the suburbs disappeared. 
Meadows of glowing moonlight swept 
by interrupted only by black woods 
and an occasional lonely farmhouse. 


Wow, look at this baby cruise! I’m 
doing 80 and not even trying. Chuck 
‘settled back comfortably and yawned. 
Guess I'd better make a turn at Clark 
Road—head for home. Gee, Coach 
Blake is a nice guy. Didn’t have to 
tell me that I played the game smarter 
than anyone else on the team. Sally 
was impressed, too. Well, you’ve got 
to use your head. The stop sign at 
Clark Road glared in front of him. 
He pumped the brake pedal hard. The 
speedometer needle dropped swiftly to 
50 and then 45 as he started his turn. 
It was a wide turn, but even at that 
the car began to bounce dangerously. 
The steering wheel was spun in a 
frenzied effort to keep the rocking 
car on the road, but too late. A shower 
of stones, a rending of metal and 
glass, and then silence. 


Chuck sat shock-still with head 
bowed, eyes shut tight, and fingers 
clenched hard on the twisted steering 
wheel. “Oh God, oh God,” he re- 
peated over and over again. In the 
long moments that followed, the reali- 
zation of his terrible predicament en- 
gulfed him in recurrent waves of re- 
morse, each one more over-whelming 
than the last until suddenly he felt 


sick and fought to extricate himself 
from the wreckage. The doors being 
hopelessly jammed shut, he wedged his 
trembling body through the window 
opening and fell heavily to the ground. 

Moments later he swayed to his 
feet and felt the temporary relief of 
one who has narrowly escaped pain 
and death, but the relief was short- 
lived; for the family car was surely 
dead, an unrecognizable heap of junk 
piled at the base of a giant oak. There 
too, lay his dreams and the confidence 
and faith of his family in him. He 
found it hard to think of Coach Blake 
now and harder still to think of Sally. 
Everything, ruined! 

Chuck walked numbly in the di- 
rection of home. Now and again he 
would look back to the wreck in dis- . 
belief. Where to turn? What to do? 
He thought of his mother and father 
sleeping peacefully. What will I say? 
Instinctively he sobbed, ‘Oh God, 
God.” At this moment in his despera- 
tion, an idea crept into his mind like 
a flea creeps into a dog’s ear. If I 
could get home . . . inside without 
waking anyone . . . I could let dad 
think the car was stolen . . . The 
police will find it tomorrow or the 
next day . . . Sure, dad has insur- 
ance . . . The idea was no longer 
creeping, it was running on all fours. 


His mind raced along a whole row 
of promising possibilities that bal- 
looned hopefully only to burst one by 
one in the face of one fact; they were 
all lies. He felt confused and alone. 
The thought of telling the truth 
panicked him, and yet the idea of 
lying was equally disturbing. The 
night was still beautiful but Chuck 
was no longer aware of it, for home 


yp 


was only a half mile away and he 
would have to make a big decision 
before he got there. 

Before you decide too quickly and 
too piously that Chuck’s predicament 
could never be yours, or that your mis- 
takes will never be that serious, let’s 
keep in mind the fact that a single 
moment of error can lead to hours and 
days of trouble. The boy who yester- 
day condemned a person for cheating 
on a final exam, may today find him- 
self, through pressing circumstances, 
a cheater and a liar besides. The girl 
who never dreamed of being immoral 
may one day realize too late that her 
romance became too serious. 

You see, our old friend Joe Bum- 
pus gets around; he gets around to 
all of us sooner or later. The ques- 
tion is, what do we do when we find 
ourselves in trouble? 

Prayer should certainly be our first 
act. Although born in desperation and 
intense anxiety, our prayers deserve 
careful thought and, above all, sin- 
cerity. God is ever ready to help us, 
but the least we can do on our own 
behalf is to employ the facilities with 
which He equipped us. 

One of the most beautiful of these 
gifts is the mind. When our prayers 
are filled with childish whines and 
distempered dictates, and when we ex- 
pect an immediate and miraculous so- 
lution to our problems we are not 
using our minds, but merely our 
tongues which, unfortunately, get too 
much exercise as it is. 

If we are trying to solve a knotty 
problem in geometry, we don’t ask 
God for the answer. Rather we ask 
God to help us gain the patience and 
determination needed in order to ar- 
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rive at the correct answer. The same 
is true when we come before God in 
trouble. We ask for forgiveness and 
guidance; we ask for the ability to re- 
main calm and to think; we pray for 
those who are affected by our troubles, 
and we pray for courage, patience, 
wisdom, selflessness, and understand- 
ing. 

For, after all, God works through 
us. We find His truth by giving our 
prayers everything we've got: our time, 
energy, thoughts, and loving faith. 
We hammer our troubles on the firm 
anvil of truth; we labor and sweat to 
fashion our convictions and solutions. 
God works through our minds and the 
hammer becomes a skillful tool. 


What if Chuck had so labored in 
prayer? Remember, he knew the right 
thing to do. He needed only strength 
to carry out his honest conviction. 
Prayer would have given him that 
strength. Of course, it would not have 
made the consequence less severe. It 
would not have modified his parents’ 
wrath and disappointment and _ his 
own humiliation, but prayer would 
have enabled him to bear the pain and 
suffering coincidental to his crisis. 


Even greater than this would be 
the experience of having been lifted 
through God’s help from inarticulate 
perplexity and dull-witted falsehoods 
to reasoned calm and assured truth. | 
Chuck would have thus found an un- 
failing method for combatting trouble 
that would serve him well for the 
rest of his life. In other words, prayer 
makes it possible for all of us to build 
something new and fine in the very 
midst of the rubble of our mistakes. 

Also, we should never forget those 
who love and respect us when trouble 


strikes. Always there is someone whose 
quiet words of understanding and ad- 
vice will help to alleviate our torments 
and fears. It may be a parent, Pastor, 
teacher, or discerning friend whose 
sympathetic and intelligent suggestions 
will enable us to see our problem from 
a better vantage point. Each one of 
us has an army of help at our com- 
mand; we need only to ask and the 
task force steams into action. Parents, 
pastors, teachers, friends all rallying 
to the same distress signal converge to 
aid one person in trouble. And to think 
that we have all this and God, too! 
I don’t know about you, but I think 
that someone should tell Joe Bumpus 
about this good news. If you see him 
first will you tell him ? 


TOPIC IDEAS 


When people get into trouble there 
are many resources to which they 
should think to turn. The topic does 
not attempt to present them in any 
detail. A good discussion should be 
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of tremendous value. Some of these 
questions should stimulate thinking. 

1. Where would you turn for help 
if in a distant city? Whom would you 
call? How? 

2. What would you do if in trouble 
with police? False arrest ? What rights 
have you? If valid arrest? How much 
should you talk? Whom should you 
contact ? How? 

3. If you have a moral problem? 
Whom can you really trust ? 

4. Is it ever better to go to re- 
spected strangers than to your own 
family for first advice? To a pastor 
other than your own? Why do so many 
people do just that? (Try to keep the 
discussion away from individual per- 
sonalities, be basic.) 

5. Why does prayer have a steady- 
ing effect? Is it just psychologically 
beneficial ? 

6. Do most people realize they are 
doing wrong when they get into 
trouble ? 

7. Name some ways _ innocent 
people can get into serious trouble. 
How could each situation best be 
avoided ? 


see back cover 
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my dates aren't 


LUTHERAN 
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by George Thom pson 


er most of your dates Lutheran ? 
If so, you're lucky. You don't 
face a problem that confronts a lot of 
teen-agers: Dating fellows or girls 
from different religious backgrounds. 

Everywhere you go—to school, to 
a dance, bowling, to the crowd's favor- 
ite hang-out, yes, even to Luther 
League—you meet young people of 
various denominations. This situation 
is normal—it arises because the United 
States and Canada respect all sorts of 
religious groups, from the tiniest sects 
numbering less than a hundred to huge 
denominations claiming millions of 
members. We're proud of the fact that 
freedom exists for each person to wor- 
ship God as his conscience dictates. 
We get along with one another. Then 
is it wrong for a Lutheran to date a 
non-Lutheran ? 

You can’t give a definite “Yes,” or 
“No,” answer. It would be better to 
ask yourself, ‘Is it the wisest thing?” 
By putting the question in this way, 
you can examine the deeper implica-— 
tions of dating. If your dates aren't | 


Lutheran, you need to consider these 
implications—and know what the 
problems are. 


Look ahead to marriage 


Dating is a way of looking for a 
life partner and preparing for mar- 
riage. This is the heart of the matter. 
And so you want to face religious 
differences before your dating gets 
serious and you contemplate marriage. 
To face religious differences after mar- 
riage is the wrong time. 

The United Lutheran Church has 
issued a number of principles basic to 
the integrity and stability of marriage 
-and family life. One principle is “That 


Find out where 
you stand on 
religious matters 
before you get 
engaged. 


true religion is essential to the main- 
tenance of a real home.” “After all,” 
the statement continues, “it is religion 
which imparts a true idealism to family 
life, roots love in the will, thus bind- 
ing the various members into a har- 
monious whole and establishing the 
unity of the family upon a substantial 
foundation.” 

The report stresses that the family 
forms the basic unit of society. It does 
not say that Lutherans must marry only 
Lutherans. It is not wrong in itself for 
Lutherans to date non-Lutherans. You 
must however make careful judgments. 
Since dating leads to marriage—and 
marriage is a lifelong partnership— 


and lifelong means day after day, you 
will want your marriage to be strongly 
based to meet life’s problems. 

When you marry, you will form a 
family unit. Children will come into 
your home. You must take care, ex- 
treme care, that religious differences 
are not so marked between yourself 
and your mate that you can never build 
solidly the home you want. ‘Love and 
marriage go together. Love will find 
a way to settle all problems.” Tain’t 
necessarily so! 

What is true love? True love is 
shown by what it can do—expressed 
this way by James Russell Lowell in 
a poem called True Love. 

‘Tt is a thing to walk with, hand in 
hand, 

Through the every-dayness of this 

work-day world.” 


Questions to be answered: How does 
today’s concept of love compare to love 
as it is described in I Corinthians 13-4-7? 
Is dating only for the purpose of having 
“fun”? Can having a good time and 
sharing similar ideals be combined? 


A teacher was testing her pupils’ 
knowledge of proverbs. ‘‘Cleanliness is 
next to what ?”’ she asked. A small boy 
replied feelingly, “Impossible.” 

By this time you may be feeling 
that a good mixed marriage is abso- 
lutely impossible, that this business of 
religious differences is too serious. 
Your future life is at stake, however. 
This requires serious thought. Religion 


George Thompson is Director of 
Religious Activities and Professor 
of Religion at the University of 
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is so important that it binds the mem- 
bers of a family into a harmonious 
whole and gives a substantial founda- 
tion to family life. This of course must 
be recognized if we have agreed that 
dating is the way we normally look for 
a life partner and that dating is a step 
toward marriage and the building of 
a home. 

“Do we radically disagree about re- 
ligion ?”” asks Roy E. Dickerson in his 
book So Youth May Know, when he 
discusses questions young people 
should consider before dating becomes 
serious. This author believes that sim- 
ilar ideals lead to happiness for a 
couple as their dating becomes more 
serious and blossoms into love. 

Very wisely he points out, ‘‘Sim- 
ilarity of ideals does not mean com- 
plete agreement in all details, but sub- 
stantial accord in all matters felt to 
be a vital part of the moral and spir- 
itual life of either.” 

This is important in marriage, he 
says, because, ‘Any deep differences 
are danger points, especially when 
there are children.” 

In California some years ago a Lu- 
theran fell in love with a young girl 
who belonged to the Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventist Church. They were very happy 
for a time after their marriage. He 
attended her church for awhile and 
she went to the Lutheran church with 
him occasionally. Then they discovered 
that their religious beliefs were irre- 
concilable. They were not comfortable 
together in either church. So they made 
a mutual understanding not to allow 
this situation to destroy their marriage. 
He went alone to his church and she 
went alone to her church. 

Matters seemed settled. Then their 
baby was born. The happiness which 


should have been fully theirs at this 
point in their marriage was denied 
them. All their good intentions not to 
allow religious differences to crop up 
were destroyed. 

The Adventists do not believe in 
infant baptism. The father wanted the 
baby baptized. Long arguments settled 
nothing. In the end the father was 
extremely unhappy and disturbed. The 
baby was not baptized, but the mother 
was unhappy and disturbed because 
she had hurt her husband. 

The differences are even marked in 
other areas too! The form of worship, 
belief about the Lord’s Supper, doc- 

.trinal emphases in preaching, and 


Church is the 
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young people 
of your faith. 


many others. These are all part of 
the possible disagreeable picture which 
can crop up after marriage. 

When a Lutheran dates a non-Lu- 
theran he should be aware of these 
things. What is no problem during 
the period of dating and courtship— 
when love seems to blot out any dif- 
ference in religious interests, ideals, 
and training—can become a very seri- 
ous problem which may create un- 
happiness for husband, wife, and chil- 
dren. 

Questions to be answered: Why was 
the Lutheran father so anxious to have 
his baby baptized? Do you know of other 
differences than the ones which have 
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been mentioned between Lutherans and 
non-Lutherans ? 

There is the tendency today to 
de-emphasize the differences between 
various religious denominations. This 
is really unfair to any Lutheran dating 
a non-Lutheran. He ought to know 
what the problems are. Then he can 
act intelligently. He can realize that 
religious differences must be faced 
before dating gets serious and mar- 
riage is contemplated. To face religious 
differences after marriage is the wrong 
time. 


Since the emphasis has been on 
problems, your group might wish to 
round out the discussion by consider- 
ing some of the positive aspects of a 
Lutheran young person dating a non- 
Lutheran. 


Final questions to be answered: Should 
Lutherans ever join other churches to 
make a marriage religiously united? If 
so, under what circumstances? Should 
transfer of religious affiliations be made 
casually? If all Protestants, for example, 
really took the teachings of their churches 
seriously, could any member ever feel at 
home in another church? 


“BIRDS OF A FEATHER...” 


YOU are with Christian youth... 
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Dr. Empie (wearing hat), Mr. Baetz (facing), and Mr. Claypool (gestur- 
ing) visit roof-tops in Kowloon. Woman at extreme right lives here. 


by Paul C. Empie 


Whee clippings in an en- 
velope with a Hong Kong post- 
mark tell me a rather startling story. 
Since my January visit to that city the 
Rev. K. L. Stumpf, director of the 
Lutheran World Service relief activities 
in that area, has been the victim of 
an assault made upon him by a Chinese 
refugee. 

Although Pastor Stumpf apparently 
received no serious physical injury, he 
was hit on a shoulder with a metal 
chair and was badly bruised by a blow 
on his jaw. The refugee, according to 
the accounts, was sentenced by court 
to several months in jail. While being 
led away, he renewed his threat to 
Mr. Stumpf, after which the sentence 
was doubled for good measure! 
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Mr. Antonio Chu and his family 
were visited by Mr. Baetz and Dr. 
Empie. This visit probably saved the 
life of Mrs. Chu who, the night before, 
had had an abortion. The child held by 
Mr. Chu is blind. The family receives 
food from L. .W. S. 


“Nuisance Value’ 


I suspect that I have 
seen this refugee in per- 
son! As we came down 
the stairs from the Lu- 
theran World Federation 
office in Hong Kong, Pas- 
tor Stumpf pointed out to 
me a young Chinese refu- 
gee who must have been 
about 30 or 35 years of age loitering 
near the door. He remarked that the 
man was there practically every day. 
There were several others, he added, 
whom they had styled as “‘loafers’, 
who made a regular practice of impos- 
ing upon relief agencies for handouts, 
capitalizing on their “nuisance value.” 
Very tough individuals frequently 
attend services at Christian missions, 
Pastor Stumpf related, and thereafter 


Dr. Paul C. Empie is the execu- 
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they expect automatically to receive re- 
lief supplies in generous sere § 
When he insists that such individuals 
follow regular procedures required for 
all applicants, they become quite abu- 
sive and cause him considerable an- 
noyance by following him around in 
the streets, ringing his doorbell at all 
hours during the night, and threaten- 
ing him with bodily violence. 


Benefactors Take Risk 


This is simply one of the hazards 
of working in a part of the world 
where tens of thousands of people 
have themselves been treated with 
violence and where some, either out 


; 
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of despair or with an acquired griev- 
ance against society, practice the same 
tactics upon others. 

Mr. Chris Christiansen, the LWF 
representative in Jordan, was assaulted 
by an Arab criminal in the streets of 
Jerusalem a year ago this past Christ- 
mas, suffering a fractured jaw so that 
he had to be hospitalized and later 
be sent back to Denmark for skilled 
surgery. 

I can think of several places in the 
world today where Lutheran repre- 
sentatives supervising relief activities 
with energy and devotion, do so at 
the risk of personal danger to them- 
selves. 


This incident should be kept in its 
proper perspective. Such persons are 
quite exceptional; the great majority 
of needy people receiving our gifts are 
orderly and extremely grateful for the 
assistance they receive. It must be re- 
membered, furthermore, that after 
people have been kicked ‘‘from pillar 
to post,” having their own rights and 
aspirations trampled upon ruthlessly, 
they become confused and bitter. This 
is especially true for those who have 
no strong religious faith to stand by 
them at such a moment. Our compas- 
sion must be extended to them just 
as much as to others who are less 
difficult to deal with. 


Mr. Wang Tsai-Sheng lives in the flower market squatter village. He receives a grant 
from LWS to make noodles. He and ten others live in this little shack. All are refugees. 
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We need to remind ourselves time 
and again that if we are genuine about 
it, continuation of the love we wish 
to show as Christians does not de- 
pend upon either gratitude or under- 
standing from the recipient! 

Another incident during my visit 
to Hong Kong stands out as a high 
spot of, the entire trip around the 
globe. We were visiting one of the 
new government housing projects 
where refugees may rent low-cost 
rooms. These buildings look like mod- 
ern apartment buildings—very attrac- 
tive from the exterior, but when one 
looks into the little cubicles which 
provide actual living space, one finds 
that they are little better than the 
crowded facilities which most refugees 
have anywhere in the world, A family 
of ten to thirteen people may live in 
a small room not more than 9’x14’ in 
dimensions. 

Sitting on a stool as we entered one 
of these rooms, was a mother who 
looked very ill. Scarcely any color 
showed in her face. Her husband stood 
by holding a blind baby in his hands; 
other children were playing on the 
floor. Pastor Stumpf immediately 
realizing that something was wrong 
with the woman, inquired about her 
from the interpreter, He told us that 
she had had a miscarriage during the 
night and had been unable to stop the 
hemorrhaging which followed. To a 
suggestion that she go to the clinic 
for medical attention she replied that 
she was sure she would soon be all 
right. Pastor Stumpf insisted, however, 
and it was agreed that a doctor would 
at least come to examine her, 


No Choice But Relief 
With the hundreds of thousands of 
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refugees in Hong Kong, there are few 
Openings for white-collar workers. Al- 
though the husband is eager and will- 
ing to work, there is nothing that he 
can do but sit and wait, existing chiefly 
through relief from Lutheran World 
Service. Pastor Stumpf, who had 
known him for some time, spoke 
highly of his personal qualifications, of 
his integrity and of his ambition. 


This is the situation which confronts 
tens of thousands of deserving refu- 
gee families in the Hong Kong area. 
It’s amazing that they sustain any hope 
at all! 


Her Life Was Saved 


That night at a reception held in 
the hotel, I met the doctor who had 
examined the wife of this Chinese 
refugee. He told me that he had had 
her taken immediately to the hospital 
and had given her blood transfusions, 
and that he had scheduled an opera- 
tion for ten o'clock that evening. He 
also told us that in another 48 hours 
the woman would have been dead. 


This was only one case out of thou- 
sands. Yet it was my privilege to see 
a life saved and a family kept to- 
gather, and new hope given under 
circumstances which would break the 
courage of most. 

We owe this kind of love and hope 
to as many persons as we can possibly 
reach through our gifts. Hong Kong 
is a critical area in the Far East, and 
the strength of a powerful Christian 
witness now may have extremely im- 
portant significance for the years to 
come. 


Reprinted with permission 
from THE NATIONAL LUTHERAN 
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PARTY 


“Let's have a swimming party! 
Good! That settles our recreation prob- 
lem for another month.” 

Wait a minute! That’s fine for the 
few Leaguers who can swim. But how 
about Billy, who got dunked last year 
and hasn’t gone near the water since 
(except for his regular Saturday 
bath) ? Mary never had a chance to 
learn to swim. Would she come? 

Christian recreation is designed to 
meet the needs of youth. We need 
the security of understanding fellow- 
ship. We need to belong to the group 
through common interests and partici- 
pation in group activity. We need to 
be delivered “from the fear of our 
enemies.” And for some of us, one 
enemy is (you guessed it)—water. 

Can we have a real fellowship at a 
swimming party if two-thirds of us 
stand outside the fence wishing we 
could dive and swim like the “sharks” 
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of our Luther League? Of course not! 
We need a swimming party in which 
all can participate—where we have so 
much fun in the water that we forget 
to fear it! 

Fish-shaped invitations would carry 
this note: 


“Calling all fishes—iitle fish, big fish, 
poor fish; 

If you dive like a wedge or swim 
like a stone, 

Don't worry, Leaguer, you're not 
alone, 

Both sinkers and swimmers—we want 
you to come; 

There'll be fun for all ’til we're ready 
for home. 

So let's head for the lake 

And our bathing suits take. . . 


PLACE TIME 
For the afternoon and evening pro- 
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gram it is necessary for various people 
to be in charge of publicity, transpor- 
tation, food, fire (and wiener sticks), 
games and the closing songs and wor- 
ship. 

For the water games the leader will 
need a whistle, a water-melon (with 
some vaseline), two rubber volley- 
balls, a number of candles and some 
matches. Be sure a lifeguard is pres- 
ent and follow all proper safety pre- 
cautions in the swimming pool. 

To get the crew used to the water, 
play “Cranes and Crows”. 

Divide the group evenly, but so 
there are fellows and girls on each 
side. Have each group “toe the line” 
—an imaginary line on the bottom of 
the shallow end of the pool or lake. 
Such a line may be marked by two 
people willing to stand at either end 
of it. Define a goal line for each team 
fifteen feet away from, and parallel 
to, the “‘toe line.’” Name one group 
“Cranes,” the other “Crows.” 

When the leader shouts “Cranes!’’, 
they must run through the water to 
their goal before any one of them is 
tapped by a Crow. If one is tapped 
by a Crow, he must join the Crows— 
until he is reclaimed by being tapped 
when the Crows are supposed to run. 
Object: to completely conquer the 
other side by tapping them when they 
are supposed to run. It sounds easy 
. . . but try doing it in three or four 
feet of water! This is a good game 
for a short time; stop when interest is 
highest. 

Try ‘““Dodge-Ball’”. Have one of the 
teams form a large circle around the 
other team, which is grouped in the 
center. Have members of the outer 
circle throw the volleyball at the other 
team, Whoever is hit must join the 


outer circle. Play for five minutes; 
the inside team receives one point for 
each man left. Reverse positions; play 
several rounds. When the ball hits 
more than one, only the first one hit 
leaves the inner group. Variation: 
have only the boys or only the girls 
in the center. 

If some still doubt that the water 
is wet, play some ‘Water Polo.” 
Designate two goals forty feet apart 
in shallow water. Have each team 
choose a guard who will prevent the 
other team from scoring by touching 
the goal with the ball (same principle 
as in Hockey). Let teams organize of- 
fense and defense. At the beginning 
of the game the teams line up facing 
each other in the middle of the play- 
ing area. The leader tosses the ball 
into the air so that it comes down be- 
tween the two lines. Then each team 
attempts to cross ‘‘enemy’’ territory and 
to touch its goal with the ball. The 
same game may be played with a 
greased watermelon, but it may only 
be pushed on the surface of the water. 
Kicking, punching and ducking are 
not allowed. Give each a part in the 
game. 


For a quieter game have the teams 
form parallel lines, members of each 
team standing three feet back of each 
other in shallow water. Give a volley- 
ball to the first man in each team. At 
a given signal he passes the ball be- 
tween his legs to the teammate behind 
him, who repeats the process, etc. The 
first team to finish wins. 

Many other ball and tag games are 
usable as water sports. See pp. 95-6 
in The Pleasure Chest. 

If the sharks now want some special 
activities, let them play ‘‘Follow the 
Leader”—each following all the 
antics of the leader in deep water, 
“Water Tag’—in which one can 
escape being tagged only by disappear- 
ing under water, “Diving for Fish” — 
in which all scramble to recover an 
easily seen object that has been thrown 
into the water. 

The other swimmers may play 
“Shark Says . . . ”’—in which all are 
to follow the instructions of the leader 
only when he begins by saying, “Shark 
says...” He may do anything to 
confuse the group. Let various players 
be Shark. Play “Fish Market.’’ Players 
line up on shore and each is given 
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the name of a fish (perch, pike, trout, 
etc.). One player is the fish dealer; 
another is “it.” The dealer asks what 


tetpee 


a designated safety zone in the shallow 
water before being caught by “‘it.” If 
caught, he becomes “it.” Have a 
“Duckiag Contest’ to see who can 
stay under water longest (all by him- 
self). 

Conclude the swimming period with 
a series of contests to find the fastest 
“walker through water,” the best 
floater, back swimmer, under-water 
swimmer, plain diver, fancy diver, etc. 
Let the other swimmers be the judges, 
timers, lane markers and cheering sec- 
tion. Top it off with a “Lighted 
Candle Race.” Give each swimmer a 
lighted candle. The one who swims 
the designated distance with candle 
still burning, wins. 

This activity builds hearty appe- 
tites. How about a wiener roast, with 
potato salad, chips or baked beans and 
an ice-cold drink (cherry Kool-Aid 
with Ginger Ale is great) and water- 
melon (if it survived) ? Arrange to 
start the meal at a definite time and 
to use one of the table graces from 
the LLA Songbook (pp. 77, 96). 

While the group roasts wieners, it 
would be interesting for someone to 
start a tall-tale, to be continued by var- 
ious Leaguers. Play “Who Am I?” 
with Bible biographies. As the evening 
cools and the fire burns lower, start 
singing motion songs. 

The period after the meal can and 
should be the high point of the whole 
evening. Have a certain person pre- 
pared to lead the group (he needn’t 
be in front waving his arms), so that 
you move from the level of “Ich Bin 
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Ein Musikanter” to “In the Evening” 
to “Tell Me Why” to “Day is Dying 
in the West’ and other favorites—as 
the reddish orange of the sunset 
splashes the deep blue of the darken- 
ing sky. 

Arrange a short, well-prepared medi- 
tation on I Cor. 1:9, pointing out 
how God has called us each to him- 
self and to each other and that truly 
our highest fellowship is in Christ 
Jesus. Follow this with sentence pray- 
ers. Close the meeting with a fellow- 
ship circle around the fire, singing the 
first verse of “Beautiful Savior,’ then 
having the girls hum the tune while 
the fellows pray the Lord’s Prayer to- 
gether. Be sure the devotional is na- 
tural, not forced. This takes careful 
preparation. Arrange to suit your 
group: 

(If the writer of this party will send us 
his name, we will gladly give credit.) 
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MOVIE REVIEWS 


By Eugene Hoeftman 


Moby Dick 
(Warner Bros.) 


It’s springtime, 1814, and a young 
lad (Richard Basehart) ships from 
New Bedford, Massachusetts, aboard 
the whaling schooner “Pequod,”’ little 
heeding the local gossip about her 
master (Gregory Peck). Seems that 
Greg, scarred and battered, with one 
good leg and one carved from whale 
bone, is on a frenzied search for the 


Ahab’‘s 
revenge 


great white whale “Moby Dick,” a 
terror if ever there was one! Neither 
deadly calm nor terrible storm, nor 
a sixty whale strike can stop Greg 
from tracking down the killer whale. 

In one tremendous battle ‘Moby 
Dick” destroys whaling boats, schoon- 
er, men and master, leaving only one 
survivor, the lad, to tell the story. 
Melville’s classic of the sea is here 
given a five million dollar produc- 
tion. Technicolor. 
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Away All Boats 


(Universal-International) 


This is the story of a ship (the at- 
tack transport U.S.S. Belinda) and the 
war she was especially designed to 
fight—World War II, Pacific theatre 
of operations. Captain Jeff Chandler 
welcomes aboard a relatively new and 
untried group of officers of which 
Boat Commander (later upped to 
Exec) George Nader seems likeliest 
to prove his worth. From the shake- 
down cruise through her final moments 
of glory in a Kamikaze attack the ship 
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officer 
meets 
staff 


calls forth the best from officers and 
crew alike. Kenneth Dodson’s best- 
seller novel is the basis for all the 
action. VistaVision and Technicolor. 


Eugene Hoeftman sees about a 
dozen movies each month and se- 
lects the better ones for review. 


Therefore other pictures released 
those reviewed here were 
generally inferior. 


with 


; 


| 


Good-Bye, My Lady 
(Batjac, Warner Bros.) 


Not for the sensation seeker, this 
simple tale of a boy and his dog (only 
it isn't really 47s dog) will tug at your 
heart. Brandon de Wilde lives in a 
backwoods swamp area with uncle 
Walter Brennan. There is also a coun- 
try storekeeper (Phil Harris, playing 
it straight for once) who befriends 
them both. Suddenly there’s the dog— 
a strange breed, with a laugh where 
a bark ought to be! The responsibility 
of caring for this exceptional pet, 
a Basenji, and then later giving him 
up to his rightful owner, packages the 
growing-up process for Brandon and 


holds your complete sympathy. Haunt- a perfect match fails 
ing guitar-harmonica accompaniment. 


The Swan 
imperfect match succeeds (M-G-M) 


In Molnar’s story the year is 1910 
and the world is still peopled with 
princes who can marry only princesses, 
and vice versa. Grace Kelly, a shy 
young thing who doesn’t know her 
own mind, is a natural for cousin 
Alec Guinness, a spit-and-polish 
character who's getting slightly dizzy 
from the merry-go-round he’s on. 

But what happens when these two 
finally meet? Nothing, but nothing! 
He’s a fish and she’s an icicle! All 
would be lost were it not for Mother's 
last ditch strategy; and so at the end 
it’s still Grace with Alec just as every- 
one had hoped for all along! Sensi- 
tively done, but with lots of laughs 
too, including a couple of real howlers. 
CinemaScope and Eastman Color. 
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PROBLEMS: SoOcIAL—MILITARY—SCHOOL 


CRY, THE BELOVED COUNTRY. 

(A Verse Drama adapted from Alan 
Paton’s novel). By Felicia Komai. 
New York: The Friendship Press. 
79 Pages. $1.50. 


Felicia Komai has dramatized the 
urgent message of the novel, “Cry, the 
Beloved Country.” The novel itself 
presents the complex interracial ten- 
sions of South Africa. Miss Komai’s 
verse drama makes vivid and living the 
spiritual force of the novel. Its poetic, 
dramatic form is well suited for con- 
cert reading to an adult audience. 


The hero, the Rev. Stephen Kumalo, 
is a Zulu pastor of a church in the hills. 
He goes to the city of Johannesburg 
in search of his sister. Through his 
tired old eyes are seen the heartbreak 
and fear of life in the slums of the 
city where white men exploit the black. 
He finds his sister, but she has be- 
come a prostitute. He finds his son, 
but he has become a thief and a mur- 
derer. Everywhere he looks, he finds 
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desolation and sorrow. 

The humble black parson effects a 
reconciliation with the grieving father 
of the murdered man and with his 
own tormented soul. He devotes him- 
self to rebuilding his faith. He is 
finally reassured that after darkness 
will come the dawn. 


“But when that dawn will come, 
Of our emancipation—from the 
ear of bondage 
And the bondage of fear— 
Why, that is a secret.” 
—L. Davin MILLER 
Springfield, Ohio 


AVIATION CADET. By Joseph 
Archibald. New York: Longmans, 
Green and Co. 164 Pages. $2.50, — 
You sit in the ready room, waiting 

for your instructor to chew you ou 

for a poor showing in basic fligh 
training this afternoon. From thi 
point, you move with Aviation Cade 

Melvin Towne through his training 


from the T-6, a light, single engine 
plane, on through the F-80, a sleek 
jet fighter. 

Flying thrills are not all that are en- 
countered, however. Included are long 
hours of study plus physical training 
workouts under a hot Texas sun. Also, 
a cadet’s room must be kept in first 
class order, bed perfectly made, no 
sign of dust. “Perfection’’ becomes a 
by-word to every Cadet. Any slip-up 
here could mean a long marching tour 
on the ramp, a grueling experience. 

There is plenty of suspense when 
Mel attempts to clear the name of his 
brother, unjustly accused of being re- 
sponsible for a plane crash. 

“Aviation Cadet’’ is packed with ac- 
tion and has no ‘“‘slow spots.’’ It will 
provide plenty of interesting as well as 
informative reading about Air Force 
Cadets and their training. 


—Skiep DAHL 
Sioux City, Iowa 


OPERATION ABC. By James L. 
Summers. Philadelphia: W estmins- 
ter Press. 188 Pages. $2.75. 


Tom Roerdan couldn’t read. The 
big high school senior and first string 
fullback was a popular fellow, but he 
carried that shameful secret within 
him. Operation ABC, although not 
well written, concerns itself with this 
boy, how his problem was discovered 


by his friends, and how he ran away 


from the reality of it. 
The novel does not have too much 


to say; it~is not lively as the setting - 


would suggest. It is cluttered with 
wordy cliches. The boy, Tom, is pe- 
culiar in that he is very intelligent and 
still illiterate. He uses his intelligence 


to cover his short coming. When found 
out, he is crushed. 


Following this impact, however, he 
can see clearly his need to learn to 
read and go to college. He quits high 
school and enlists in the armed serv- 
ices with definite plans of finishing 
school later and playing football in 
college. 

—GEORGE A. ERVIN 


LENOIR RHYNE 
COLLEGE 


Stressing 


A CHRISTIAN MOTIVATION 


in the Academic and Extra-curricular 
Activities of the Student 


VOIGT R. CROMER, President 
HICKORY, NORTH CAROLINA 


Marion College 


The only two-year college in the ULCA and the 
only Lutheran college in America strictly for 
women. Cooperative courses. 


Liberal arts; music; business education; 
home economics; merchandising; pre- 
nursing; individual guidance; Christian 
character development; moderate rates; 
sports. 


. For information write: 


JoHN H. Fray, D.D., President 
Box L, Marion, Virginia 


WORSHIP THE LORD AUGUST and SEPTEMBEI 


The devotional series for 1956 follows the church year. It is usec 
extensively by young people in Europe and other parts of the world 


As you use each reading, you will know that thousands of othe 
youth throughout the world are thinking the same passage in thet 


private 


August 
August 
August 
August 
August 


August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
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‘devotions. 


1—James 3:13-18 
2—I Timothy 4:12-16 
3—Matthew 10:16-23 
4—Luke 12:54-59 

5 


Tenth Sunday after Trinity 
God and His People 


Text for the week: “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a re 
proach to my people.’ Prov. 14:34. 


Epistle: I Corinthians 12.1-1 
Gospel: Luke 19:41-47 
Psalm 3 
6—I Timothy 2:1-7 
7—Nehemiah 4:1-15 
8—I Peter 2:13-17 
9—Romans 13:1-7 
10—Jeremiah 18:1-6 
11—Romans 9:1-5 
12 
Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 
Pharisee and Publican 


Text for the week: “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to th 
humble.” I Peter 5:5. 

Epistle: I Corinthians 15:1-1 

Gospel: Luke 18:9-1 

Psalm 68 or 11 


August 
\ugust 
Lugust 
\ugust 
\ugust 
\ugust 
\ugust 


Lugust 
Lugust 
Lugust 
\ugust 
.ugust 
.ugust 
ugust 


ugust 
ugust 
ugust 
ugust 
ugust 


The 


13—Mark 9:33-37 
14— Samuel 17:40-51 
15—Luke 7:1-10 
16—Acts 12:18-25 
17—Galatians 1:11-24 
18—Ephesians 2:1-7 
19 
Twelfth Sunday after Trinity 
The Great Healing 


Text for the week: “He will not break a bruised reed or quench a 
smoldering wick.” Matt. 12:20. 


Epistle: II Corinthians 3:4-9 
Gospel: Mark 7:31-37 
Psalm 70 or 30 
20—Mark 1:21-28 
21—II Kings 20:1-7 
22—James 5:13-18 
23—Matthew 9:35-38 
24—Mark 5:22-43 
25—Luke 4:38-44 
26 


Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 
The Good Samaritan 


Text for the week: “As you did it to one of the least of these my 
brethren, you did it to me.” Matt. 25:40. 


Epistle: Galatians 3:16-22 
Gospel: Luke 10:23-27 
Psalm: 74 or 112:1-9 
27—James 2:1-13 
28—Matthew 10:40-42 
29—Zechariah 7:8-14 
30—Exodus 22:20-26 
31—Hebrews 2:11-18 


devotional selections for the month of September follow on pages 48 and 49 


this issue. 
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September 
September 


September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 


September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
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1—Jeremiah 22:13-19 
2 
Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 
The Thankful Samaritan 


For the week: Text: ‘Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget nc 
all his benefits.” Psalm 103:2. 
Epistle: Galatians 5:16-2. 
Gospel: Luke 17:11-1! 
Psalm 8: 
3—Mark 1:40-45 
4—I Timothy 1:12-17 
5—II Corinthians 9:10-15 
6—I Thessalonians 1:2-10 
7—Philippians 1:12-18 
8—Philippians 1:19-26 
9 
Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 
Earthly Goods 


For the week: Text: “Cast all your cares on him, for he care: 


for you.”’ I Pet. 5:7. 
Epistle: Galatians 5:25-6:1( 


Gospel: Matthew 6:24-3- 
Psalm 8¢ 

10—Proverbs 30:4-9 

11—I Timothy 6:6-12a 

12—I Corinthians 7:20-24 

13—I Kings 17:1-6 

14—John 4:31-38 

15—Luke 6:20-26 

16 

Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 
The Strong Consolation 

For the week: Text: “Our Saviour Christ Jesus abolished deatt 

and brought life and immortality to light.” II Tim. 1:10. : 
Epistle: Ephesians 3:13-2 

Gospel: Luke 7:11-1 
Psalm: 86 or 102:1-8, 13-2 


September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 


September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 


17—Lamentations 3:22-23 
18—Hebrews 12:4-11 
19—Job 2:1-10 
20—Ephesians 6:18-20 
21—Hebrews 10:35-39 
22—Luke 21:10-19 

23 


Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 
The Liberty of the Christian Man 


For the week: Text: “He has showed you, O man what good; 
and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and 
to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8. 


Epistle: Ephesians 4:1-6 
Gospel: Luke 14:1-11 
Psalm: 119:1-10, 121-144 
24—Romans 13:8-10 
25—Matthew 15:1-9 
26—Matthew 17:24-27 
27—I Corinthians 9:19-23 
28—Galatians 5:1, 4-6, 13-15 
29—Amos 5:10-15 
30 


Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 
The Great Commandment 


For the week: Text: ‘This commandment we have from him, 
that he who loves God should love his brother also. I John 4:21. 


Epistle: I Corinthians 1:4-9 
Gospel: Matthew 22:34-46 
Psalm: 116 or 128 


The devotional readings for 1956 
are being selected for Luther Life by 
Dr. John W. Doberstein, professor 
at the Lutheran Seminary in Phila- 
delphia, Penna. 
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CARAVAN 


LLA caravan program helps 


hundreds of leagues. 


Carefully selected leaguers met at 
Wittenberg College for a week of 
concentrated study. 


Teams were selected. Now they are 
at work all over the continent. 


LLA President, Mc 
colm Minnich; He 
low Bowen, Briti 
Guiana; LLA Exec 
tive Secretary, Les! 
Conrad; and Walt 
Ehlers, Germany} 
check caravan sto; 
on map. 


Front row: Carol Lariviere*, Linda Mann*, Judy Heine, Patricia Rauch, Gertrude 


Strolin*, Gretchen Palas, Aljean Korthof. (* indicates former carayvanners.) 


In this letter Pastor Dana H. John- 
on of Fourth church, Springfield, pre- 
ents a pastor’s-eye-view of Luther 
eague of America Caravanning as it 
vas presented in his church last sum- 
ner. 

. . . The days they spent with the 
wo Luther Leagues of our church 
vere filled with activity, guidance, fun 
nd inspiration of a very high order. 
Now, more than three months after 
heir visit our leaguers feel the im- 
act of the dedicated personalities of 
hese three exceptionally able and com- 
letely dedicated young people. 

What was done by the Caravanners 
nd with the Caravanners? The first 
fternoon was spent in making them 
cquainted with our local situation and 
hat evening the leagues met for a 
upper meeting at which the Caravan 
eam was introduced and the program 
or their stay announced. Then the 


Caravanners took over in a discussion 
of what Luther League is and in a 
fellowship hour as inspired and en- 
thusiastic as this writer has ever seen. 
Our chief problem then and at all 
other times was to dismiss on time. 
There is no space even to sketch the 
events of the next two days. It should 
be said that the worship service con- 
ducted Sunday evening was the climax 
of the Caravan’s story—an hour in 
which God definitely touched the 
hearts of all our youth. 

The visit of a Luther League Cara- 
van can bring life to a dead league, 
inspiration to an active league and 
blessing to an entire church. We at 
Fourth church owe a great debt to the 
three young people who visited us. 
Every church should ardently covet the 
opportunity of such an experience. It 
will not only touch your youth, it can 
prove to be a tonic for the entire 
congregation. 


5] 


Brenda Hauser, Judy 
McWilliams, Gretchen 
Hammer, Sharon 
Staeuble, Diane Ny- 
gaard, Nelle Mav- 
ney, Tom Williams, 
Aljean Korthof, Svu- 
sanna Mull, Bonnie 
Jo Byrne, Richard 
Peterson. 


PREPARATION 


Caravanners studied, rehearsed 


memorized, thought, prayed 


Teams 3-9-15 
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TOP: Team 5 


Gertrude Strolin, 
tarlow Bowen, 

-red Reisz, 

Ruth Whittecar 


MIDDLE: Team 14 


sill Satter 
Sandra Wilson 
loan Skow 
Patricia Rauch 


3O0TTOM: Team 13 
Kay Neas 

fred Williams 
Halfrid Nelson 
Dorothy Arnold 
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MEET THE 
CARAVANNERS 


LLA CARAVAN TEAM NO. 1 


Judith Ann Heine of 33 Russell Avenue, 
Garden City, Georgia; student at Wag- 

t ner College, Staten Island, New York; 

| 1955 Luther League of America Cara- 
vaner; daughter of Lutheran clergyman. 

Judy Derr of Shepherdstown, West Vir- 
ginia; graduated from Shepherdstown 
High, 1956; congregation Luther League 
President and Sunday School teacher; 
winner of county, regional and state 
4-H Speaking Contest. 

Miss Mickey Walters of 2704 Union Ave- 
nue, Altoona, Pa., student at Altoona 
High; President of congregational 
League; finalist as pianist in Talent Fes- 
tival, 1955 Luther League of America 
Convention. 

Dwight Oberholtzer of 711 Sherman Ave- 
nue, South Bend, Indiana, student at 
Central High; District Luther League of- 
ficer; Treasurer of the Luther League of 
Indiana; Sunday Schoo] teacher; son of 
Lutheran clergyman. 


LLA CARAVAN TEAM NO. 2 


Ina Lee Roof of 204 W. Cambridge St., 
Greenwood, S. C.; student at Green- 
wood High; Luther League of America 
Caravaner in 1955; congregational League 
president; Secretary of Knoxville Con- 
ference League; Member of LLA Social 
Action Division Committee. 

Judy Barber of 629 High land View Drive, 
West Bend, Wisconsin; student at West 
Bend High; congregational Sunday School 
teacher, choir member, pianist; active in 
both district and state League activities. 

Walter Ehlers of Hannover, Germany; is 
a Lutheran exchange student attending 
the College of Bible, Lexington, Ken- 
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tucky; received a master’s degree in re- 
ligious education this year; will return 
to Germany to assume work as a Min- 
ister to Youth. 

Ruth Middleswarth of 305 Clearbrook 


Avenue, Lansdowne, Pa.; student at 
Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove, 
Pa.; local League President, Luther 


League of America Work Camper in 
1955; Sunday school teacher, daughter 
of Lutheran clergyman. 


LLA CARAVAN TEAM NO. 3 


Gretchen Marie Hammer of 2310 Carlton 
Terrace, Louisville, Ky.; graduated from 
J. M. Atherton High in 1956; will at- 
tend Wittenberg College, Springfield, 
Ohio; Missionary Secretary of the Ky.- 
Tenn. Synodical Luther League; congre- 
gational League officer. 

Judith McWilliams of 115 E. Sieben- 
thaler, Dayton 5, Ohio; student at Wit- 
tenberg College, Springfield, Ohio; local 
League President; Sunday school teacher. 

James Gahagen of 417 New York Avenue, 
Clairton, Penna., graduated from Clair- 
ton High in 1956; will attend Thiel Col- 
lege, Greenville, Penna.; congregation 
Luther League President; District Luther 
League Treasurer; intends to enter the 
Lutheran Ministry. 

Brenda Mae Hauser of 412 Third Avenue, 
Linden, New Jersey; student at Linden 
High; Luther League officer; Sunday 
school and Bible school teacher; offi- 
cer in area Girl Scout work. 


LLA CARAVAN TEAM NO. 4 


Adrienne Anderson of 210 Craig Avenue, 
Salem, Virginia; student at Madison Col- 
lege, Harrisonburg, Virginia; Vice-Pres- 
ident and former Secretary of the Vir- 
ginia Synodical Luther League; congre- 
gational and conference League officer: 
field worker for the Virginia Synod; this 
year made an educational tour of Iceland, 
Azores and Bermuda; 1955 athe 
League of America Caravaner. 

Alan D. Davis of 13 North Sherry fins 
Bellevue, Kentucky; graduate of Bellevue 
High; will attend Wittenberg College, 


Springfield, Ohio; Summer Caravaner for 
the Luther League of America in 1955; 
Conference Luther League President. 

Connie Stone of 502 Reynolds Avenue, 
Akron 13, Ohio; student at Thiel Col- 
lege, Greenville, Pennsylvania; local 
League Vice-President; Sunday School 
Dept. Superintendent; Vice-President of 
District League. 

Anna Reinsel of 4335 6th Avenue, Temple, 
Pa.; student at the Lutheran Deaconess 
School, Ruxton, Pa.; counsellor at Camp 
Nawakwa; Ardentsville, Pa. Sunday 
school and Bible school teacher; part 
time parish worker, St. John’s Church, 
Baltimore, Md. 


LLA CARAVAN TEAM NO. 5 


sertrude Strolin of 438 Park Street, 
Bridgeport 8, Conn.; student at Wag- 
ner College, Staten Island, New York; 
Luther League of America Caravaner in 
1955; past President of Connecticut 
State League, Sunday school teacher. 

‘rederick Reisz of 800 Regester Avenue, 
Baltimore 12, Md.; student at Towsan 
Sealer High; Congregational League 
President; Sunday school and vacation 
church school teacher; Lutheran clergy- 
man’s son; plans to enter the ministry. 

tarlow Bowen of British Guiana; a Luth- 
eran student studying in this country at 
Lenoir Rhyne College, Hickory, N. C. 
He is one of the youth leaders in the 
Luther League of British Guiana. 

tuth Whittecar of 97 Grove Street, Con- 
cord, North Carolina; student at Con- 
cord High; Congregational League Pres- 
ident; Southern District League Sec.- 
Treas.; North Carolina League Caravaner. 


LLA CARAVAN TEAM NO. 6 


carol Lariviere of 22522 Argus Avenue, 
Detroit 19, Michigan; graduated from 
Bedford High, 1956; local league offi- 


cer; District League officer; Caravaner jh, 


for the Luther League of America in 
1955. 

ewis Hobbs of 245 Parham Road, Spring- 
field, Del. Co., Pa.; honor student at 
Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, 


majoring in nuclear physics; Luther 
League and Lutheran Student Association 
officer; Sunday school teacher. 

Barbara Mann of 131 Cumberland Street, 
Cumberland, Maryland; student at Alle- 
gheny High; Evangelism Secretary of 
Maryland Synodical Luther League; Pres- 
ident of the Mountain District Luther 
League, local Leaguer officer. 


LLA CARAVAN TEAM NO. 7 


Sister Ernestine Wrba of 39 Sycamore 
Drive; Fair Lawn, New Jersey, graduate 
of Wagner College, Staten Island, New 
York; student at Lutheran Deaconess 
School, Ruxton, Maryland. 

Ralph Welsh of 3522 Fourth Street, Bal- 
timore 25, Maryland; student at Balti- 
more City College; congregational 
League President, Baltimore Luther 
League District Statistician and Social 
Action Secretary; Sunday school teacher; 
plans to enter ministry. 

Patricia Shoff, 419 Raymond Street, Hyde 
Villa, Reading, Pa.; student at Lutheran 
Deaconess School Ruxton, Md.;_ local 
league president; Sunday school and 
weekday school teacher. 

Connie Hesse of Pleasant Valley, Iowa; 
student at Bettendorf High; local League 
president; Sunday school and Bible school 
teacher. 


LLA CARAVAN TEAM NO. 8 


Robert Menges, Menges Mills, Pa.; stu- 
dent at Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, 
Pa.; Missionary Secretary of Central 
Penn. Synodical League; Conference Lu- 
ther League Vice-President; President of 
local League. 

Marilee Dunn of RFD No. 3, Canfield, 
Ohio; student at Greenford High; Pres- 
ident of congregational League; officer 
in Federation League; Sunday school 
pianist; is a music major. 

Lucille Sweeney of 1005 Missouri, Hous- 
ton 6, Texas, student at Mirabeau B. 
Lamar High; Sunday school and vaca- 
tion church school teacher; interested in 
becoming a medical missionary. 

Zsther Murrell of RFD No. 2, Altamont, 
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New York; student at Albany State 
Teachers College, Albany, N. Y.; Presi- 
dent of Local League; District Luther 
League President; Sunday school Dept. 
superintendent and _ teacher. 


LLA CARAVAN TEAM NO. 9 

Bonnie Jo Byrne of 303 West South Street, 
Worthington, Ohio; student at Witten- 
berg College, Springfield, Ohio; congre- 
gationdl and district Luther League Pres- 
ident; summer counsellor at Camp Mo- 
wana, Ohio; intends to become a foreign 
missionary. 

Susanna Mull of 139 Sherwood Drive, Ak- 
ron 3, Ohio; student at St. Lawrence 
University, Canton, New York; Luther 
League officer; Sunday school pianist, 
Vacation Bible school teacher. 

Sharon Staeuble of 3221 Brouse Avenue, 
Indianapolis 18, Indiana; president of 
Central District Luther League; presi- 
dent of congregational league; interested 
in becoming medical missionary; student 
at Broad Ripple High. 

Richard Peterson of 615 West Lewis Street, 
Livingston, Montana; student at Park 
County High; served as vice-president and 
president of Redeemer Lutheran Church’s 
Luther League; plans to enter Lutheran 
ministry. 


LLA CARAVAN TEAM NO. 10 

Karen Severns of 1821 Esmond Avenue, 
Richmond, California; student at San 
Francisco State, Richmond, Calif.; Sun- 
day school teacher and pianist; President 
of congregational league. 

Robert Noel of 138 Allen St., State Col- 
lege, Penna.; student at State College 
High; Vice-President of State College 
Christian Youth Council; Sunday school 
officer of Grace Lutheran Church, a music 
major. 

Joan Sabo of 130414 Douglas St., Sioux 
City, Iowa; student at Midland College, 
Fremont, Nebraska; congregational 
League President; hopes to enter either 
parish work or the diaconate. 


LLA CARAVAN TEAM NO, 11 


Charles Murph, Jr., of 405 South Ridge . 
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St., Kannapolis, North Carolina; a stu- 
dent at Lenoir Rhyne College, Hickory, 
N.C.; local League officer; “professional” 
pianist; Sunday school teacher. 


Barbara Siurua of 1309 N. Cloverleaf, 


Mobile 19, Alabama; student at Auburn 
Polytechnic Institute, Auburn, Alabama; 
Congregational League president; Sunday 
school and Bible school teacher. 


Robert Dutton Fray of 314 College Street, 


Marion, Virginia; student at Marion 
High; son of a Lutheran Clergyman 
(President of Marion College—a ULCA 
institution); Luther League officer of 
Conference; active in area and state Hi-Y 
activities. 


Gwen Ellsworth of Eckman, North Dakota; 


student at St. Olaf College, Northfield, 
Minnesota; Sunday school teacher; Bible 
school superintendent; Luther League of- 
ficer; Bible Camp counsellor during sum- 
mer of 1955. 


LLA CARAVAN TEAM NO. 12 


Elaine Kern of 2102 Mimosa Avenue, Vic- 


toria, Texas; student at Victoria Col- 
lege; Luther League of America Cara- 
vaner in 1954; local League officer; Vice- 
President of Texas-Louisiana Synodical 
Luther League; Lutheran clergyman’s 
daughter. 


Philip Heir of 466 Edmund Avenue, St. 


Paul 3, Minnesota; graduated from Me- 
chanical Arts High, 1956; local League 
president; state League officer; Sunday 
school teacher and organist. 


Margaret Marth of 769 Argonne Avenue. 


Atlanta, Georgia; student at Henry 
Grady High; local League officer; Sun. 
day school teacher; superintendent ot 
Children of Church. 


Karen Skoglund of 305 S. 21st Avenue 


East, Duluth, Minn.; student at East 
High; President of congregational Youth 
Choir; Luther League officer; Sunday 
school and Bible school teacher. 


LLA CARAVAN TEAM NO. 13 


Kay Neas of RFD No. 4, Greeneville, Ten 


nessee; graduate of Marion College, Mar 
ion, Va.; student at Lutheran Deacones: 


Training School, Ruxton, Maryland; 
Sunday school teacher and pianist; plans 
to enter parish work. 

Miss Halfrid Nelson of 241 North Valley 
St., Burbank, California; student at John 
Burroughs High; Luther League officer; 
Sunday School teacher. 

‘red Williams of Fairfax, South Carolina; 
student at Fairfax High School; Presi- 
dent of congregational League; Sunday 
school teacher. 

Jorothy Arnold of 321 Croton Way, West 
Palm Beach, Florida; student at West 
Palm Beach High; daughter of Lutheran 
clergyman; President and past Treasurer 
of congregational League; Assistant 
Church Choir Director; Sunday school 
teacher. 


LLA CARAVAN TEAM NO. 14 


William Satter of 200 Cardenas Drive, 
N.E., Albuquerque, New Mexico; stu- 
dent at University of New Mexico, Treas- 
urer of Rocky Mountain  Synodical 
League; local League officer; plans to 
enter the ministry. 

sandra Lee Wilson of 1874 Erie Street, 
San Diego 10, California; student at 
Mission Bay High; congregational 
League President; Sunday school teacher; 
counsellor at Lutheran Leadership Train- 
ing Camp of California. 

Patricia Ann Rauch of Irmo, South Caro- 
lina; student at Winthrop College, Rock 
Hill}; “S: C.; Luther League officer; 
Sunday school organist. 

Joan Skow of 5826 W. Valley Forge 
Drive, Milwaukee, Wisconsin; student 
at Solomon Juneau High where she was 
editor of high school yearbook; congre- 
gational League officer. 


LLA CARAVAN TEAM NO. 15 


Aljean Korthof of 5409 25th Avenue 
South, Minneapolis, Minnesota; grad- 
uate of Edina Morningside High; Secre- 
tary of the Minnesota State Luther 
League; Minnesota State Luther League 
Caravaner; President of local League; 
Sunday school teacher. 

Tom Williams of RFD No. 2, Marceline, 


Missouri; student at Marceline High; 
congregational choir director; church or- 
ganist; Finalist at Talent Festival of the 
1955 Luther League of America Con- 
vention. 

Nelle Mauney of 203 Center Street, Spin- 
dale, North Carolina; student at Lenoir 
Rhyne College, Hickory, North Carolina; 
local league officer; district League of- 
ficer; Sunday school pianist. 

Diane Nygaard of 523 South 15th Street, 
Sunnyside, Washington; student at Mid- 
land College, Fremont, Nebraska; Pres- 
ident of local Luther League; Sunday 
school teacher; Lutheran  clergyman’s 
daughter. 


LLA CARAVAN TEAM NO. 16 


Glennyce Neve of Walters, Minnesota; 
graduate of Keister High, 1956; Luther 
League of America Summer Caravaner 
in 1955; assistant organist; Sunday 
school pianist. 

Frances Reynolds of Newton, North Caro- 
lina; student at the University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill, North Carolina; 
Luther League officer of local district 
and sub-district Leagues. 

Bill Pearch of 861 Timberline Drive, Ak- 
ron 13, Ohio; student at Wittenberg Col- 
lege, Springheld, Ohio; President of 
Trinity Luther League; Asst. Sunday 
school Supt.; is studying for ministry. 

Gretchen Palas of Postville, Iowa; stu- 
dent at Iowa State College, Ames, Iowa; 
local Luther League officer; Church or- 
ganist; Sunday school pianist, Bible 
school teacher. 


LLA CARAVAN TEAM NO. 17 


Linda Mann of 3433 East Murdock, Wich- 
ita 6, Kansas; student at Midland Col- 
lege, Fremont, Nebraska; Luther League 
of America Summer Caravaner in 1955; 
Conference Luther League officer; Mis- 
sionary Secretary of Central States Syn- 
odical Luther League, Sunday school or- 
ganist. 

Russell Mjolsnes of 224 Camino Sobrante, 
Orinda, California; student at University 
of California, Berkeley, California; lo- 
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cal League President; attendance secre- 
tary of Shepherd of the Valley Luth- 
eran Church. 

Martha Eargle of 861 Middleton, N.E., 
Orangeburg, South Carolina; student at 
Orangeburg High; officer of both con- 
gregational and district Leagues; Sun- 
day school pianist.: 

Judith E. Carse of 109 Peppler Street, 
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada; student at 
Kitchener-Waterloo Collegiate and Vo- 
cational School, Kitchener, Ontario; 
teacher in Sunday school, weekday 
Church school and vacation Bible school; 
Luther League officer. 


LLA CARAVAN TEAM NO. 18 


Skip Dahl of 2323 South Glass, Sioux 
City, Iowa; student at East High; Sum- 


mer Caravaner for the Luther League 
of America in 1955; congregational and 
synodical League officer. 

Elizabeth Herion of Mt. Pleasant, North 
Carolina; student at Mt. Pleasant High; 
Youth Caravaner for Luther League of 
North Carolina, 1955-56; local League 
President; church organist. | 

Brenda Mae Hense of 47 East 14th St., 
Dubuque, Iowa; student at Dubuque 
High; Luther League officer; Sunday 
school teacher, Vacation church school 
teacher; Director of Children’s Activities 
of St. Mark’s Church, Dubuque. 

Judy Smart of 714 Archer Avenue, Fort 
Wayne, Indiana; student at Indiana Uni- 
versity, Bloomington, Indiana; President 
of Fort Wayne YWCA Teenage Inter- 
club Council; summer camp counselor. 


... and here’s 
where they’re going 


CARAVAN NO. 1 
June 25-26-27-28—Trinity Lutheran Church, Boulder, Colorado 


June 29-30—Travel days 


July 1-2-3—Lutheran Church of the Reformation, Las Vegas, Nevada 


July 4-5—Free day—travel day 


July 6-7-8-9—Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, Orinda, California. 
July 10-11-12-13—St. James Lutheran Church, Richmond, California 


July 14—Free day 


July 15-16-17-18—Epiphany Lutheran Church, San Leandro, California 
July 19-20-21-22—Bethany Lutheran Church, San Jose, California 
July 23-24-25-26—Messiah Lutheran Church, Redwood City, California 


July 27—Travel day 


July 28-29-30-31-August 1-2-3-4—Camp Yoligwa, Seven Oaks, California 


CARAVAN NO. 2 


June 26-27-28-29—Grace Lutheran Church, Alhambra, California 
June 30-July 1-2-3—St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, North Hollywood, California 
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ily 4—Free day 

uly 5-6-7—St. Mark’s Ev. Lutheran Church, San Fernando, California 

aly 8-9-10—Grace Lutheran Church, Culver City, California 

uly 11-12-13—Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Buena Park, California 

uly 14-15-16—Trinity Lutheran Church, Long Beach, California 

uly 17—Travel day 

aly 18-19-20—St. Peter's By the Sea Lutheran Church, San Diego, California 
aly 21-22-23—Christ Lutheran Church, Pacific Beach, San Diego, California 
ily 24—Travel day 

uly 25-26-27—Faith Lutheran Church, Phoenix, Arizona 

ily 28—Travel day 

ily 29-30-31-August 1-2-3-4-5—WORK CAMP, Albuquerque, New Mexico 


CARAVAN NO. 3 
une 23-24-25—-Peace Lutheran Church, Steeleville, Illinois 
ine 26-27—Travel days 
ine 28-29-30-July 1—Lutheran Church of The Redeemer, Houston, Texas 
ily 2-3-4-5-6—Grace Lutheran Church, Houston, Texas 
ily 7-8—Texas-Louisiana Synodical Luther League Convention 
ily 9—Free day 
uly 10-11-12-13—St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, Weesatche, Texas 
uly 14-15-16-17—Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, Victoria, Texas 
ily 18-19-20-21—Salem Lutheran Church, Port Lavaca, Texas 
ily 22—Travel day 
ily 23-24-25-26—Trinity Lutheran Church, Miles, Texas 


CARAVAN NO. 4 
ine 25-26-27—Prince of Peace United Lutheran Church, Missoula, Montana 
ine 28—Travel day 
ine 29-30-July 1-2—St. John’s Lutheran Church, Wetaskiwin, Alberta, Canada 
ily 3-4-5-6—The Thorsby Parish, Alberta, Canada 
ily 7-8-9-10—Trinity Lutheran Church, S. Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
ily 11—Free day 
uly 12-13-14—St. Matthew’s-Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Spruce Grove, Alberta, 
Canada 
ily 15-16-17-18—St. John Lutheran Church, Spruce Grove, Alberta, Canada 
ily 19-20-21—Faith Lutheran Church, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
ily 22—Travel day 
ily 23-24-25—Trinity Lutheran Church, Saskatoon, Sask., Canada 
ily 26-27-28—St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Markinch, Sask., Canada 
ily 29—Travel day 
ily 30-31-August 1—St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 
ugust 2-3-4-5—Trinity Lutheran Church, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 


CARAVAN NO. 5 
ine 24-25-26—Cross of Glory Lutheran Church, New Brighton, Minnesota 
ine 27—Travel day 
ine 28-29-30—The United Lutheran Church of Cavalier, North Dakota 
ily 1-2-3—St. Mark’s English Lutheran, Fargo, North Dakota 
ily 4—Free day 
ily 5-6-7—St. John’s Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
ily 8-9-10—St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Guttenberg, Iowa 
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July 11-12-13—First Lutheran Church, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

July 14-15-16—Hope Lutheran Church, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

July 17—Travel day 

July 18-19-20—First St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

July 21-22-23-24-25-26-27-28-29—WORK CAMP, Lincoln, Nebraska 

July 30—Travel day 

July 31-August 1-2-3—Kent Memorial Lutheran Church, Sunrise Beach, Missouri 
August 5-6-7-8-9-10—Camp Wanatua, Ponca State Park, Ponca, Nebraska 


, CARAVAN NO. 6 
June 23-24-25-26—St. Peter's Lutheran Church, Camden, Indiana 
June 27-28-29-30—First United Lutheran Church, Hammond, Indiana 
July 1-2-3—St. Luke’s English Ev. Lutheran Church, Chicago, Illinois 
July 4—Free day 
July 5-6-7-8—Redemption Ev. Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
July 9-10-11-12—Trinity Lutheran Church, Appleton, Wisconsin 
July 13-14—Free day—travel day 
July 15-21-July 22-28—The Camp of the Illinois Synod, Round Lake, Illinois 
July 29-30-31—Zion Lutheran Church, Loogootee, Illinois 
August 1-2-3—Trinity Lutheran Church, Milledgeville, Illinois 
August 4-5-6-7—St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church, Clinton, Iowa 


CARAVAN NO. 7 
June 23-24-25-26—Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Atlanta, Georgia 
June 27-28-29-30—Messiah Lutheran Church, Decatur, Georgia 
July 1-2—St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Macon, Georgia; Faith Lutheran Church, Warner 
Robins, Georgia 
July 3-4—Free days 
July 5-6-7-8—St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Savannah, Georgia 
July 9-10-11-12—Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Walterboro, South Carolina 
July 13-14-15-16—St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, Charleston, South Carolina 
July 17—Free Day 
July 18-19-20-21—Orangeburg Lutheran Church, Orangeburg, South Carolina 
July 22-23-24-25—-Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, Johnston, South Carolina 
July 26—Free day 
July 27-28-29-30—Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Little Mountain, South Carolina 
July 31-August 1-2-3—Summer Memorial Lutheran Church, Newberry, South Carolina 


CARAVAN NO. 8 
June 25-26-27-28-29—St. John’s Lutheran Church, Walhalla, South Carolina 
June 30-July1-2-3—Atonement Lutheran Church, Laurens, South Carolina 
July 4—Free day 
July 5-6-7—Grace Lutheran Church, Prosperity, South Carolina 
July 8-9-10—Lutheran Church of the Ascension, Columbia, South Carolina 
July 11—Free day 
July 12-13-14-15—St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Dallas, North Carolina 
July 16-17-18—St. James Lutheran Church, Concord, North Carolina 
July 19-20-21—Luther League of North Carolina Convention 
July 22-23-24-25—Ascension Lutheran Church, Shelby, North Carolina 
July 26—Free day 
July 27-28-29—St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Salisbury, North Carolina 
July 30-31—St. Mark's Lutheran Church, Charlotte, North Carolina 
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CARAVAN NO. 9 
une 23-24-25—Luther Memorial Ev. Lutheran Church, Blacksburg, Virginia 
une 26—Travel day 
une 27-28-29—St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, New Bern, North Carolina 
une 30-July 1-2-3—Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Raleigh, North Carolina 
uly 4—Free day 
uly 5-6-7-8—First Lutheran Church, Greensboro, North Carolina 
aly 9-10-11—Bethel Lutheran Church, Salisbury, North Carolina 
uly 12-13-14-15—St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, Hickory, North Carolina 
uly 16-17-18—Calvary Lutheran Church, Morganton, North Carolina 
uly 19-20 21—Luther League of North Carolina Convention 
uly 22-23-24-25—St. Timothy Lutheran Church, Hickory, North Carolina 
uly 26-27-28-29—St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church, Hickory, North Carolina 


CARAVAN NO. 10 
une 23-24-25-26—Westwood Lutheran Church, Dayton, Ohio 
une 27-28-29-30—St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Trinity Lutheran Church, Ada, Ohio 
uly 1-2-3—First English Ev. Lutheran Church, Lancaster, Ohio 
uly 4—Free day 
uly 5-6-7-8—First English Lutheran Church, Richmond, Indiana 
uly 9-10-11—Salem Lutheran Church, Ellerton, Miamisburg, Ohio 
uly 12—Free day 
uly 13-14-15—Roselawn Lutheran Church, Cincinnati, Ohio 
uly 16-17-18—Trinity Lutheran Church, Bellevue, Kentucky 
uly 19-20-21—Fenner Memorial Lutheran Church, Louisville, Kentucky 
uly 22-23-24-25-26-27-28-29—Kentucky-Tennessee Lutheran Leadership School, Mor- 
gantown, Kentucky 
uly 30—Travel day 
uly 31-August 1-2—Gloria Dei Ev. Lutheran Church, Knoxville, Tennessee 
CARAVAN NO. 11 
une 23-24-25—St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Temperance, Michigan 
une 26-27-28-29—Glenwood Lutheran Church, Toledo, Ohio 
une 30-July 1-2-3-4-5-6-7-.—WORK CAMP, Toledo, Ohio 
uly 9-10-11—First English Lutheran Church, Mansfield, Ohio 
uly 12-13-14—Bethany English Lutheran Church, Cleveland, Ohio 
uly 15-16-17—Bethesda On-The-Bay Lutheran Church, Bay Village, Ohio 
uly 18—Free day 
uly 19-20-21-22—Trinity Lutheran Church, Akron, Ohio 
uly 23-24-25—Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Youngstown, Ohio 
uly 26—Free day 
uly 27-28-29-30—St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Akron, Ohio 
uly 31-August 1-2-3—St. Luke’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 
CARAVAN NO. 12 
une 24-25-26—Atonement, Syracuse; St. Michael’s, Westvale; St. Paul's, Syracuse; Good 
Shepherd, Fayetteville 
une 27-28-29—St. Paul’s, Liverpool; St. Mark’s, Baldwinsville; Christ Church, Galeville; 
Luther Memorial, No. Syracuse 
une 30-July 1-2—St. John & St. Peter, Syracuse; seiner Syracuse; First English, Syracuse; 
Resurrection, Syracuse 
uly 3-4—Travel day—Free day 
uly 5-6-7—St. fenee Lutheran Church, Hespeler, Ontario, Canada 
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July 8-9-10-11—St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 
July 12-13-14-15—St. Matthew's Lutheran Church, Welland, Ontario, Canada 
July 16—Travel day 

July 17-18-19-20—St. John’s Lutheran Church, Erie, Pennsylvania 

July 21-22-23-24—St. John’s Lutheran Church, Girard, Pennsylvania 

July 25-26-27-28—First Lutheran Church, Warren, Pennsylvania 

July 29—Travel day, : 

July 30-31-August 1-2—Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Irwin, Pennsylvania 
August 3-4-5—Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Etna, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


; CARAVAN NO. 13 
June 24-25-26—St. John’s Lutheran Church, East Liverpool, Ohio 
June 27-28-29—Greenford Ev. Lutheran Church, Salem, Ohio’ 
June 30-July 1-2-3—Faith Ev. Lutheran Church, Erie, Pennsylvania 
July 4—Free day 
July 5-6-7-8—St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Farrell, Pennsylvania 
July 9-10-11-12—St. Peter’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Evans City, Pennsylvania 
July 13-14-15-16—Trinity Lutheran Church, New Brighton, Pennsylvania 
July 17—Free day 
July 18-19-20—St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Saxonburg, Pennsylvania 
July 21-23-24—Grove Chapel Lutheran Church, Indiana, Pennsylvania 
July 25-26-27—St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Trauger, Latrobe, Pennsylvania 
July 28—Free day 
July 29-30-31—Brush Creek Ev. Lutheran Church, Adamsburg, Pennsylvania 
August 1-2-3-4—Trinity Lutheran Church, Connellsville, Pennsylvania 
August 5-6-7—Jennerstown Pastoral Charge 


CARAVAN NO. 14 
June 23-24-25-26—Union Ev. Lutheran Church, York, Pennsylvania 
June 27-28-29-30—Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, York, Pennsylvania 
July 1-2-3—Salem Lutheran Church, Elizabethville, Pennsylvania 
July 4—Free day 
July 5-6-7—St. John’s Lutheran Church, Catawissa, Pennsylvania 


July 8-15-July 15-22—Camp Susquehanna, Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove, Penn- 


sylvania 
July 23-24-25-26—Christ Lutheran Church, Conyngham, Pennsylvania 
July 27—Free day 
July 28-29-30-31—Zion Lutheran Church, Sunbury, Pennsylvania 
August 1-2-3-4—St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Newport, Pennsylvania 


CARAVAN NO. 15 
June 23-24-25-26—First Lutheran Church, Carlisle, Pennsylvania 
June 27-28-29-30—Ev. Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
July 1-2-3—Zion Ev. Lutheran Church, Landisville, Pennsylvania 
July 4—Free day 
July 5-6-7-8—Zion Lutheran Church, East Petersburg, Pennsylvania 
July 9-10-11-12—Lebanon Lutheran Church, Stewartstown, Pennsylvania Slabs 
July 13—Free day ae 
July 14-15-16-17—St. Mark ‘Lutheran: Church, : -Hampstead, Maryland. »_ ; 
July 18-19-20-21—Evangelical Lutheran Church, Waynesboro, Pennsylvania 3 
July 22-23-24- 25—Evangelical Lutheran nada Greencastle, Pennartans aa 


July 26—Free day 
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aly 27-28-29—St. Paul Lutheran Church; McConnellsburg, Pennsylvania 
aly 30-31-August 1-2—St, Luke’s Lutheran Church, Cumberland, Maryland 
ugust 3-4-5-6—Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Bittinger, Maryland 


CARAVAN NO. 16 
ine 23-24-25-26—St. John Lutheran Church, Westville, New Jersey 
ane 27-28-29-30—Epiphany Lutheran Church, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
aly 1-2-3—Ev. Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit, Secane, Pennsylvania 
ily 4—Free day 
aly 5-6-7—Zion Lutheran Church, Riverside, New Jersey 
ily 8-9-10—Holy Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church, Wilmington, Delaware 
aly 11-12-13—Zion Ev. Lutheran Church, Baltimore, Maryland 
aly 14-15-16-17-18-19-20-21-22—-WORK CAMP, Washington, D.C. 
aly 23-24-25—Ey. Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, Baltimore, Maryland 
uly 26-27-28—Zion Lutheran Church, Baltimore, Maryland 
aly 29—Free day 
ily 30-31-August 1—Grace Lutheran Church, Fairmont, West Virginia 
feaust 2-3-4-5—Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Elkins, West Virginia 


CARAVAN NO. 17 
ine 23-24-25—Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Phillipsburg, New Jersey 
ine 26-27-28—St. John’s Lutheran Church, Phillipsburg, New Jersey 
ane 29—Travel day 
ane 30-July 1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8—WORK CAMP, Towners, New York 
ly 9-10-11—Concordia Ey. Lutheran Church, Manchester, Connecticut 
ily 12-13-14—Epiphany Lutheran Church, Bronx, New York 
uly 15-16-17—St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Teaneck, New Jersey 
ly 18-19-20—Trinity Lutheran Church, Hudson Heights, New Jersey 
uy 21-22-23—Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Glen Rock, New Jersey 
ly 24—Travel day 
ly 25-26-27—Luther League of the Central Pennsylvania Synod 
ily 28-29-30-31—Bethany Lutheran Church, Montoursville, Pennsylvania 
ugust 1-2-3-4—Liberty Valley Parish 


CARAVAN NO. 18 

ne 25-July 1—Resurrection Lutheran Church, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada, and St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, Mahone Bay, Nova Scotia, Canada 

{ly 2-July 8— Zion Lutheran Church, Lunenburg, Nova Scotia, Canada, and Grace 
Lutheran Church, First South, Nova Scotia, Canada 

ly 9-July 15—St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Bridgewater, Nova Scotia, Canada, and 

' Weekend Work Camp in Halifax 

ly 16-July 22—Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, Midville, Nova Scotia, Canada, and St. 
James Lutheran Church, Branch LaHave, Nova Scotia, and St. Luke's Lutheran 
Church, Baker's Settlement, Nova Scotia 

ly 23-July 29—St. Andrew's Lutheran Church, West Northfield, Nova Scotia, and 
Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, Upper Northfield, Nova Scotia, and St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church, North River, Nova Scotia, Canada 

‘ly 30-August 5—St. Matthew's Lutheran Church, Rose Bay, Nova Scotia, Canada, and 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, Felzen South, Nova Scotia, and St. Mark's Lutheran 

Church, Middle LaHave, Nova Scotia 

agust 6-August 12—Leadership Training Camp, Lake Mush-a-Mush, New Cornwall, 

Nova Scotia, Canada 
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CLATTER 
by CONRAD 


all-night party 


, 


At 4:25 a.m. today, my dreams were 
suddenly interrupted. (And it wasn’t 
the baby clamoring for an early 
bottled-breakfast, or even her noisy 
milkman making his pre-dawn rounds 
in the rattlingest truck that Mack 
ever riveted together!) 


My mental machinery reminded me 
that the noise was being created by a 
covey of high school seniors. Just two 
days earlier, while trolleying to work 
with a neighbor, the father of a high 
school senior who lives six row houses 
nearer the trolley stop than I do, he 
had informed me that he and his wife 
were expecting “company” sometime 
between 3 a.m. and breakfast time on 
Saturday morning. (At least I had been 
warned!) About “fifty guests’’ were 
anticipated. 

At first, after being awakened, I 
was a wee bit burned that a bunch 
of teenagers were slicing two good 
hours of sleep off my shut-eye sched- 
ule. Then, I was jolted by two facts: 
1) We have two daughters who will 
someday be high school seniors; 2) 
The parents of this particular batch of 
high schoolers had approached the 
all-night party business with some 
down-to-earth parental common sense. 

Instead of shuffling off to some sea- 
shore night club—or just the seashore 
without the night club—after the sen- 
ior banquet and dance, these young 
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people pride themselves on parents 
who open up their homes to their off- 
springs. When they leave the dance, 
they pile in cars and then progression- 
party-it from one house to another un- 
til after breakfast. And they like it! — 
This month one of the most widely- 
circulated women’s magazines, Good 
Housekeeping, devoted many pages o 
print to the “all-night party.” A total 
of nineteen writers expressed opinion. 
Only one was a teen-ager. Her spiel 
made more sense than all the rest put 
together. Here’s some of her rebuttal: 
“We do get tired of hearing about 
the horrible things teen-agers are do- 
ing, fed up with being treated like 
border-line delinquents every time we 
make a new move! All of us feel that 
the all-night party is the most excit- 
ing part of graduation week, that it is 
harmless, and that it should be con- 
tinued as long as the students want it. 
“Parking? Yes, there is some, but 
those who want to park would find 
time for it on any night. As for ‘get- 
ting in trouble,’ we can do nothing but 
fume at the thought. . . . It’s ridiculous 
to say now that if we stay out til 
dawn at graduation, our moral stan- 
dards will be automatically lowered.” 
After making a good case for her 
fellow teen-agers, she closes this way: 
“Let’s face it, it’s too late for parents 
to save us from sin when we're seven- 
teen. . . . If parents haven't earned 
the respect of their children by this 
time, and vice versa, both sides ma 
as well give up. No girl who respect 
her parents will do anything she know 
is wrong. This you must believe i 
you re ever going to get a night’s rest 
In answer to the mumbled fears abou 
our all-night party, we say in chorus 
‘Trust us, and let us go!’” 


